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ALBURY BOTANIC GARDENS 

 

Albury Botanic Gardens, opened in 1877 and reserved a decade earlier, depict an early vision for a 

recreational and botanical space for the people. They remain a beautiful and much-loved place for the 

residents of Albury to this day. 

 

With a grand Elm Avenue that is almost 150 years old, magnificent tree canopy and rich gardenesque and 

picturesque design, the Gardens have remained largely intact, providing an enveloping ‘secret garden’ in 

the heart of the City. Grand canopies and a varied plant collection maintain this garden as a place of beauty 

and tranquillity. 

 

The addition of a Children’s Garden in 2012 has expanded the appeal of the Gardens for both locals and 

visitors from further afield, as have the many events for which the Gardens are famous. Justly seen as an 

important asset of the City, the Gardens are a place for people now and into the future. Locally they are 

known as “The Jewel in the Crown”. Regionally, they are among the finest regional botanic gardens in 

southern Australia.  

 

This Master Plan recognises and respects this history and the beloved place the Gardens hold in the hearts 

of Albury residents. Developed by working with the community, Council and other botanic gardens, the 

plan builds on the local pride for the site, preserving what is important, while supporting contemporary 

uses such as education and plant conservation work.  

 

With such deep links to the local community, the vision for the Albury Botanic Gardens is one that aims to 

protect the site in the light of changing climatic, social and environmental conditions, so that it can 

continue to be a place for everyone to enjoy. 
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Executive Summary 
 

The Master Plan for the Albury Botanic Gardens has been developed working with Council and the 

Community to set a vision for the next twenty years of the Gardens, protecting what is valued about the 

place, while gently dealing with challenges through a series of sensitive new projects. The proposals all 

address an identified need and are based around the heritage principle of doing do as much as necessary, 

but as little as possible. To achieve this, proposals are designed to respect the historical core of the site and 

focus more extensive developments in the places with limited to no heritage value – in particular the current 

Works Depot and Bungambrawatha Creek.  

 

Within the core of the Gardens changes are more subtle. The 1970s era ponds are to be upgraded as a new 

indigenous and native plant focused gathering space, the Rotunda is to be refurbished, a fernery walk 

established, the rose garden renovation continued, and a new accessible Rest House built as a focal point at 

the western end of Elm Avenue.  

 

The Elm Avenue is a much-loved feature of the Albury Botanic Gardens, and one of the iconic sites of the 

Gardens. Unfortunately, the trees are at the end of their lives and need to be replaced. It is recognised that 

the necessary work of replacing the Elm Avenue will change the character of the Gardens in the short-term. 

To ease this, it is proposed to replace the trees with Ginkgoes (Ginkgo biloba), while the area under the new 

trees is to be planted with a new double perennial border, which will be one of the longest in Australia. This 

will reinvigorate the northern part of the Gardens and provide a beautiful and dramatic garden feature while 

the replacement trees are growing. Ginkgoes have been chosen as they are more climate resilient then Elms, 

while still having a beautiful form and yellow autumn colour. All plants will be chosen for their climate 

resilience, and will be bird and pollinator attracting. Terminating the avenue will be the new accessible Rest 

House.  

 

Bungambrawatha Creek, long redirected from its natural course to the Gardens east, is unsightly and 

restricts access to the Gardens from the north and west. The Master Plan recommends naturalising the creek 

alignment.  This is consistent with proposals for similar works both up and down stream. Such works will 

make the alignment more environmentally friendly, increase habitat and improve the amenity of the area. 

To supplement this, three small Pocket Parks are to be created, covering the culvert with planted “roof” 

gardens that provide pleasant, plant filled picnic areas on the Gardens’ boundaries. This provides the picnic 

tables requested by the public, whilst protecting the character of the Gardens. Each of the Pocket Parks will 

also act as a new entrance, increasing access to the Gardens. 

 

The premier project for the Master Plan is the redevelopment of the Works Depot into the Botanic Gardens 

Community Hub. This proposal stemmed from long-term Council plans for a new super depot in East Albury, 

and the need to address community desires that could not be accommodated within the heritage centre. It 

is proposed to maintain a small works depot area to service the Gardens, provide a home for the Friends, 

and provide safe maintenance access. The remainder of the area will be dedicated to community facilities, 

including an expanded Children’s Garden and outdoor classroom, an urban food garden, education centre, 

visitor centre in the former Curator’s Cottage and a Cafe. An entrance forecourt with water play will connect 

the Gardens to the Murray River, improving access between the CBD and the riverfront. The final feature 

will be a new, state-of-the-art conservatory, providing an all-weather botanical wonderland for visitors. 

 

Given the community affection for the Gardens, the decision was made to expand their footprint beyond 

the traditional boundaries, spreading the botanical plantings into the surrounding streets. This includes 
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providing decorative planting at Gardens entrances and creating a new Gardens on Monument Hill – a dry 

garden showcasing drought tolerant plants in the palm filled extension from Dean Street. Other works 

around the Gardens include increasing the number of carparking spaces, providing more pedestrian 

crossings and a new tour bus parking bay.   This will improve access and make the Gardens more inviting. 

 

During community consultation there was an overwhelming request for more native and indigenous plants 

within the Gardens. Recent work in other high profile public spaces, including the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne and Shepparton Art Museum, have demonstrated how beautiful indigenous plant gardens can 

be, sitting as sensitively and successfully within a European heritage space as previous exotic species. The 

Master Plan proposes to create a similar indigenous garden in the centre of the Botanic Gardens, housing a 

new Murray River Collection. This garden would be designed to sit gently in the landscape, being screened 

from the more European style surrounding area. The historic ponds would be retained as ephemeral water 

features and seating included around an open lawn area, creating a relaxed and beautiful native gathering 

space in the heart of the Gardens. This space would also provide the opportunity for collaboration with the 

Wiradjuri Traditional Custodians. 

 

In addition to these new projects the Master Plan also provides solutions to a range of management issues 

affecting the gardens, including car parking, event management, accessibility, education, plant collections, 

response to climate change, tree replacement, furniture, materials, irrigation and drainage.  In particular, it 

looks to expand the Garden’s work as a botanic garden, including increasing its educational role, 

conservation work and the quality of its plant collections.   

 

In making these recommendations, the Master Plan provides a long-term vision for the site, one which 

allows this beloved garden to continue to be a thriving botanic garden and a place for everyone to enjoy. 

 

 
Figure 1: Autumn colour in Albury Botanic Gardens 
Source: AlburyCity  
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1. Background and Context 
 

1.1. Introduction 

Since its 1877 inception the Albury Botanic Gardens have been directed and cared for by a succession of 

Curators and Park Superintendents. Through the dedication of these individuals, the support of Council and 

the addition of the Friends Group in 1997, the Gardens have remained at the heart of Albury, both physically 

and socially.  

 

By the late 1990s approaches to the management of public gardens were changing, and a more formal 

approach to planning was needed. A Conservation Management Plan for the site was produced by John 

Patrick Pty Ltd in 1998, providing an assessment of the heritage value of the site and a plan for its 

management for the next 20 years. The time has now come to review this document and plan for the next 

phase of the Albury Botanic Gardens.  

 

The global pandemic of the last two years has seen a dramatic shift away from capital cities and towards 

regional centres such as Albury. Even prior to this, Albury 2030 envisaged an increase in the City’s population, 

with the likely impact of more visitors from diverse backgrounds visiting the Botanic Gardens. The high use 

of the Gardens for seasonal events such as the Gardenesque Festival and Music in the Gardens also impact on 

the use and ongoing resilience of the space. Whilst the high level care of the Gardens is appreciated by 

visitors, the additional challenges of climate change, ageing trees and water scarcity are pressing concerns. 

There is also a strong desire from AlburyCity to better connect the Murray River to the CBD, with the 

Gardens being a prime destination en route.  

 

 
Figure 2: Rotunda viewed from the Bunya Pine 
Source: AlburyCity 
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From a public perspective, there is desire for the Master Plan to expand educational, botanical and 

conservation work, as well as for native plants and Aboriginal knowledge to be reflected in the Gardens, 

while also protecting the existing historical character. The importance of the Gardens as a place of respite 

was also recognised, together with the need to make them more accessible, and both safer and easier to 

access. This Master Plan responds to these needs, providing a plan to guide Albury Botanic Gardens for the 

next 20 years, identifying and conserving what is important, whilst responding to contemporary needs for 

this beloved Albury institution.  

 

1.2. Purpose of the Master Plan 

As was typical of the time, the 1998 Conservation and Management Plan operated as both a true 

Conservation Management Plan (covering the history, values and heritage policies of the place) and a Master 

Plan, recommending projects such as the creation of the Children’s Garden and replacement of fences. Since 

the early 2010s industry best practice has been to separate these pieces of work, and the updated version of 

the document is therefore a pure Master Plani.  

 

This Master Plan works with all stakeholders and users to provide an agreed vision for the long-term 

management and care of the Albury Botanic Gardens. This is done by considering the needs and desires of 

the Gardens and its users as a whole; addressing issues in an integrated way, including management and 

maintenance requirements, collections planning, visitor facilities, public engagement, events and new 

developments.  This is both within and around the Gardens. Recommendations are made based on a full 

understanding of the background issues, long-term goals of the place, industry best practice, heritage 

significance, public expectations and the Gardens’ place in the network of Australian botanic gardens and 

Greater Albury. 

 

A Master Plan eases planning and grant applications, allowing funds to be spent in the most efficient way 

possible and for small projects to work together to build a larger vision for the place. This is already seen in 

the Albury Botanic Gardens, where the Master Plan of the Children’s Garden continues to be developed 

through a staged process. This Master Plan has been developed in this manner, to act as an important 

planning tool, giving everyone involved the assurance that decisions being carried out are in the best long-

term interests of the Gardens and their users.  

 

1.3. Scope of the Master Plan 

The Albury Botanic Gardens Master Plan is a strategic planning document, intended to provide for the long-

term management and development of the Albury Botanic Gardens over the next 20 years (2022 to 2042). 

The primary area of interest is the formal Albury Botanic Gardens, defined by Smollett Street on the south, 

Thurgoona Street to the west, Dean Street to the North and Wodonga Place to the east. This includes the 

Australian Garden area on Thurgoona Street, currently separated from the main gardens by the redirected 

and concreted Bungambrawatha Creek. 

 

Also within scope are the annexed spaces connected to the gardens, including the palm planted walkway 

extension of Dean Street (towards Monument Hill), surrounding streetscapes and pedestrian crossings and 

planned connections to the Riverside Precinct and Murray River Experience. The streetscape within the 

immediate vicinity of the Gardens is considered as a blurred edge to the Gardens, providing a means of 

 
i The management of the Gardens as a heritage place will still be guided by the conservation policies provided in the 

1998 document (and 2022 addenda by andrea proctor landscapes in 2022), however Master Plan related 

recommendations will be superseded by the new document 
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drawing people in and a fitting entrance to the Albury CBD. These connections are secondary considerations 

to the formal gardens, but provide the opportunity to expand the botanical character beyond the boundary 

and accommodate public desires that are not suitable within the historic footprint.  

 

The Master Plan provides an agreed and 

comprehensive approach to guide the 

development of Albury Botanic Gardens and is 

intended to work alongside other Council 

strategies. The focus therefore is on 

integration rather than repetition. The Master 

Plan provides design resolutions at a schematic 

level only, with further consultation, detailed 

design and documentation required to 

implement each of the recommendations. 

Implementation of these projects provides 

opportunities for Albury Botanic Gardens to 

strengthen its partnerships with industry, 

businesses, cultural institutions and 

neighbouring land managers, and support the 

work of AlburyCity as it implements related 

strategies such as the future Murray River 

Experience, the in-progress Riverside Precinct 

and the Albury 2030 Strategy. 

 

While the Master Plan aims to be comprehensive, occasionally new opportunities or difficulties may arise 

that were not anticipated at the time of writing. In such cases, new proposals would need to be considered 

within the context of the Master Plan. It is entirely conceivable new projects may emerge that sit 

comfortably within the Gardens, or that some of the suggested developments evolve in new ways. Such 

projects should be developed in consultation with stakeholders and the community with the process 

outlined in Chapter 7. 

 

1.4. Process 

The following outlines the process followed for the development of the Albury Botanic Gardens Master Plan 

2022 – 2042. Located on the border of Victoria and NSW, Albury was at the forefront of restrictions to 

manage the COVID-19 pandemic. While these restrictions did not impact the outcome of the Master Plan, 

they did lead to delays in the project and a somewhat unusual order of works: 

• andrea proctor landscapes was appointed in March 2021 to produce the new Master Plan for Albury 

Botanic Gardens 

• A Project Working Group was established to steer the project and provide input and direction 

throughout the development of the Master Plan. This group included Botanic Gardens staff, 

members of the AlburyCity Events, Tourism, and Urban Forest teams and a representative from 

Botanic Gardens Australian New Zealand (BGANZ) and the Friends of Albury Botanic Gardens 

• Community consultation was undertaken in May 2021, with an online survey and interactive online 

forum hosted by AlburyCity, using the ‘Social Pinpoint’ platform.  A ‘listening post’ in the Gardens, 

timed to coincide with Botanic Gardens Day (a BGANZ event), and to include a Friends plant sale 

and tours of the Gardens was also planned. This open day was greatly curtailed by a snap lockdown 

in Victoria, with apl being unable to attend. The day was still hosted by AlburyCity and was well 

Figure 3: Satellite image of Albury Botanic Gardens, 2020 
Source: Nearmap 
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attended, although the public and Friends from the Victorian side of the border were unable to 

attend. Stakeholder consultation, planned for the same time was also delayed 

• The community consultation period closed after four weeks, with 128 responses received through 

the community survey 

• apl travelled to Albury in July 2021 to complete site analysis work, thoroughly reviewing the 

Gardens, surrounding streets and connections to Monument Hill, the Murray River and the Albury 

CBD. Note: border closures meant site meetings with stakeholders and AlburyCity could not take place 

at this time 

• Stakeholder consultation was undertaken in July and August 2021, starting with the Project 

Working Group and followed by AlburyCity staff, Albury Botanic Gardens staff and Friends of Albury 

Botanic Gardens. Sessions were held online, with stakeholders meeting in Albury and apl coming in 

via teleconference. In addition to these sessions, stakeholder input was received via the general 

community consultation, and earlier consultation undertaken by Jason Kimball, then curator of the 

Albury Botanic Gardens. Stuart Read at Heritage NSW was also contacted and invited to provide 

comment 

• A review of various AlburyCity plans and strategic documents was undertaken to identify items to 

which the Master Plan needed to respond. Previous design proposals for the surrounding areas 

were reviewed and where appropriate incorporated into Master Plan recommendations  

• The results of the consultation, site analysis and document review were developed into a Working 

Brief and detailed issues paper, identifying the scope of works and issues that the Master Plan 

needed to address. This was provided to the Project Working Group for comment before being 

finalised. A copy of the Working Brief can be found at Appendix 2 (volume 2) 

• Draft Master Plan concepts and actions were developed by apl, responding to the items identified 

in the Working Brief. apl travelled to Albury in December 2021 to test the concepts on site and 

present draft concepts and actions to the Project Working Group, Albury Botanic Gardens staff and 

managers for comment and feedback 

• Feedback was received and revised concepts produced for discussion by the Project Working 

Group, resulting in modifications to some initial proposals  

• Based on feedback received, the full Master Plan report was completed, together with drawings 

and sketches for review by relevant AlburyCity Staff 

• The Draft Master Plan was presented to AlburyCity Councillors and released for public consultation 

 

This section will be completed following Community Consultation on the Draft Master Plan. The results of 

Community Consultation will be reviewed and the outcomes presented to the Project Working Group for their 

discussion. Any required changes emerging from this process will be incorporated into the Final Master Plan.  

 

 
Figure 4: Botanic Gardens Day and Master Plan Consultation 2021 
Source: AlburyCity 
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2. Guiding Principles 
 

It is necessary that all recommendations made in this Master Plan support what is important about the 

Albury Botanic Gardens and what people value about the place. The following Guiding Principles were 

developed to inform the Master Plan process, identifying the underlying values most critical to shaping the 

long-term vision for the Gardens. All Master Plan proposals and actions were developed with the aim of 

enhancing and respecting these values. These values will also need to be reflected in the continued 

management of the Gardens as this Master Plan is implemented.  

 

The Guiding Principles were developed based on the feedback received through the consultation process, 

reflecting what the users of the site value about this unique place.  

 

 

 
 

 

Albury’s Garden 
The Albury Botanic Gardens lie at the heart of 

Albury, both geographically and socially. The 

Gardens are seen as a green refuge for 

people of all ages and backgrounds. They are 

the location of many personal and 

community events; for private milestones, 

public entertainment, education and simply 

being with family and friends. The Gardens 

act as a central element in town life, a green 

oasis in the heart of a growing rural city.  AlburyCity 
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A Peaceful Garden 
The Gardens are a place of respite. Enhanced 

by lush surroundings, they have a protected, 

inward focus and curving lawns that provide 

moments of seclusion. The Gardens are a 

place of beauty, greenery and relaxation, a 

place to ‘get away from it all’. While these 

words from the public conjure moments of 

peace and tranquillity, the Gardens also 

provide a place of gathering and socialising, 

making it a space to enjoy with loved ones or 

alone. The peaceful character of the Albury 

Botanic Gardens is also a home for birds, 

insects and other animals. 

A Botanic Garden 
Albury Botanic Gardens plays a role in plant 

protection, conservation and education. 

Their role as a botanic garden – a place to 

learn about and admire plants – is embraced 

by the public and staff. Opportunities to learn 

are provided in an impressive number of 

ways. The potential for the Gardens to 

promote the use of native and indigenous 

plants is also desired. The collections of 

plants are diverse, beautiful and lovingly 

nurtured by a respected team of 

horticulturalists for the benefit of the 

environment and all who visit.  

Everyone’s Garden 
Albury Botanic Gardens appeals to people 

across a range of ages, abilities, cultures and 

interests, this being central to their 

popularity. The Gardens provide a safe and 

inviting place for families, with the creation of 

the Children’s Garden exemplifying this. 

There is also a desire to reflect Traditional 

Custodian knowledge in the Gardens. For the 

people of Albury, the Gardens are known as a 

place for gathering, marking milestones, 

learning and being entertained, all within a 

lush, inclusive and peaceful environment. The 

Gardens encourage the exploration of nature 

and create a green heart for the community. AlburyCity 
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3. History  
The following provides a summarised history of the development of the Albury Botanic Gardens and the 

wider context of the botanic gardens’ movement in Australia. It draws heavily on previous work by John 

Patrick Pty Ltd (1998) and by David Lawrence in the 2012 book Albury Botanic Gardens.  These documents 

should be referred to for a full history of the Gardens. 

 

The long Aboriginal history and connection with the site is also recognised, with the area on which Albury is 

located being part of the traditional lands of the Wiradjuri people, who call the place Bungambrawatha and 

hold a continuous connection with the land to this day. While the focus of this document is on the post-

colonial history of the site, the Aboriginal history, knowledge and care for the land is acknowledged and 

respected, and should be reflected in major projects, especially the Murray River Collections and Botanic 

Gardens Community Hub. 

 

3.1. Botanic And Public Gardens 

The European colonisation of Australia corresponded 

with a time of increased botanical and horticultural 

interest within the British Empire. Previously unknown 

species of plants were being collected from areas of the 

globe new to Europeans and botanic gardens were being 

established as adjuncts to educational institutions. With 

the abundance of new species being introduced, plant 

collection and display, especially of the new and unusual, 

became somewhat of a British national passion.  

 

In the south of England this enthusiasm centred around 

Kew. By the time Australia was settled, Kew had become 

a scientific centre, spurred on by both economic and 

scientific pursuits. The influence of Kew became critical 

in the establishment of botanic gardens in Australia and 

by the 1850s, major botanic gardens had been 

developed in Sydney, Hobart, Melbourne and Brisbane. 

For the new colonies, botanic gardens were considered 

necessary scientific institutions, required for successful 

establishment of the settlements. These sites played a 

role in identifying and understanding the local flora for 

both scientific and economic purposes. They also sought 

to understand which exotic flora would perform in the 

Australian climate, becoming testing sites for food, 

timber, medicinal and ornamental plants in the new 

colonies. 

 

In their original context, botanic gardens were scientific centres, where plants were displayed according to 

various botanical systems, rather than as objects of ornamentation. Herbaria for the collection of pressed 

specimens were attached, as were botanical libraries1. In the Australian context, however, botanic gardens 

developed an emphasis as both scientific centres and places of public use and enjoyment. This was 

exemplified by the development of the Royal Botanic Gardens in both Sydney and Melbourne, both 

Figure 5: World's oldest extant botanic garden at Padua 
(established 1545) 
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institutions having long scientific legacies, as well as being green spaces based on picturesque principles that 

the public still enjoy today.  

 

This approach to providing gardens that were more than just scientific displays, was itself a product of the 

times. During the 19th century public parks were widely established to provide relaxation and enjoyment to 

all city residents, a concept which was new at the time of European settlement in Australia. Green spaces 

were seen as part of the antidote to the appalling conditions under which many 19th century workers lived, 

following the mass migration to cities during the Industrial Revolution. In this context, parks and gardens 

were seen to have moral and health benefits, providing respite from the overcrowded, dirty and smelly cities 

and allowing all classes of people to mix freely2. With British settlement, this emphasis on access to green 

spaces and pleasure gardens was taken beyond the capital cities. 

 

 
Figure 6: The popularity of Melbourne’s Botanic Gardens contributed to the creation of botanic gardens in many regional cities 
Source: State Library of Victoria, Botanical Gardens (1863) by Francois Cogné 

 

In the Australian context, the phenomenon of widespread regional botanic gardens sits quite firmly within 

the state of Victoria, with virtually every country town and city of consequence developing its own ‘Botanic 

Garden’3. With Albury traditionally being the more major of the regional sister cities of Albury-Wodonga, it 

is no surprise that this trend included the border city, particularly as it is physically and culturally closer to 

Melbourne than Sydney. These regional gardens were generally established at the initiative of residents, 

rather than as a result of any formal government policy or funding. Gardens were usually created when local 

residents formed a committee and petitioned the government for a land grant. If suitable land was available, 

and the request was suitably justified, the government “was inclined to consent”4. 

 

A number of factors are likely to have contributed to the widespread establishment of regional botanic 

gardens. The Victorian era fervour for plants and open spaces as described above, the popularity of the 
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Melbourne and Sydney Royal Botanic Gardens (including the support of Mueller and Guilfoyle) and the copy-

cat effect as other regional towns developed botanic gardens, are all possible contributors to the 

phenomenon. The discovery of gold in Victoria, and the subsequent wealth it generated would also have 

contributed to the state’s ability to establish botanic gardens. The earliest of these were established in the 

1850s and by the 1860s a cluster of botanic gardens had been established in the greater Macedon region, as 

well as further afield such as Benalla (1886) and Bendigo (1857). Indeed, Albury is the second oldest extant 

botanic garden in NSW after Sydney. 

 

Regional botanic gardens were, for the most part, pleasure gardens, although in early times plants were 

carefully labelled and the gardens had a role to play in trialling new species. By the 1880s and 1890s many of 

the botanic gardens were almost indistinguishable from public pleasure gardens, although they contained 

fine tree collections, albeit with a strong bias to Victorian era tastes.  

 

Today, local pride and interest in botanic gardens is experiencing somewhat of a renaissance. Inspired by the 

work of the Botanic Gardens of Australia and New Zealand (BGANZ) and by people’s increasing appreciation 

for the natural environment, botanic gardens are again important places of public leisure and enjoyment, 

valued as beautiful gardens and sources of horticultural information. The establishment of new display 

gardens and naturalistic children’s play spaces encourage people to visit and enjoy these spaces, and the 

support of BGANZ assists curators in the management of their collections. Today, many regional gardens 

contain carefully labelled plants, event spaces, manicured garden beds and in some cases carefully curated 

plant collections. These augment the framework of heritage trees and pathways to create gardens which 

are the pride of many regional towns. 

 

 
Figure 7: Albury Botanic Gardens, 2021 
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3.2. Albury Botanic Gardens 

In 1864, just four years after Albury was declared a municipality, the Albury Botanic Gardens were reserved 

as part of a broader (twenty-hectare) recreational area that was later to become the Botanic Gardens, Albury 

Sports Ground, Noreuil Park, Hovell Tree Park and the Albury Base Hospital. With the rail connection to 

Melbourne via Wodonga established in 1873 (and extension to Sydney by 1881), as well as a growing 

population of more than 3000 people, Albury became a wealthy regional city.  As was common for 

aspirational towns of this era, there was a desire for a botanic garden and the current four-hectare site was 

officially opened in 1877. 

 

By this time, the developing infrastructure of the growing township had resulted in a number of re-directions 

of Bungambrawatha Creek, with its original location being closer to the current day Formosa Lane and 

Reserve Street to the Gardens’ east. A series of interventions followed, with new channels cut to divert the 

creek and redirect the water flow. Originally this appears to have been to facilitate access to the surrounding 

land and later to deal with the resultant flooding. Sources differ as to the timing of the creek’s realignment 

to its current location, along the northern and western boundaries of the Gardens. An 1860 channel near 

Wilcox Street (existing location) was the beginning of these works, with plans from 1870 having been 

completed by 1888 to finalise the northern and western boundary of the Gardens.  

 

The Gardens were officially opened in 1877 with the celebratory planting of the inaugural English elm (Ulmus 

procera) by Mayor, Alderman W.J. Jones. The tree is reaching the end of its life, but can still be seen in the 

north-eastern corner of the site. The position of first Gardener5 went to Matthew Peasley, during whose 

term the remainder of the Elm Avenue was planted. Involvement by John Howard is noted in various sources 

prior to his employment as first official Curator in 1884, for example, in the construction of the central 

ornamental Lake in 18806.  

 

 
Figure 8: View of Albury 1888 by FW Niven, with Botanic Gardens on the right-hand middle ground 
Source: Albury & District Historical Society 

 

Whilst no physical plan remains of the original geometric layout - long straight paths with avenues of pines, 

elms and other trees - the design that has since been referred to as a ‘union jack’7. This is largely attributed 

to an 1882 Plan by Peasley8, chosen by Council to maintain cohesiveness of the entire Reserve. Remnants of 

these axes still make up part of the path layout, such as the entrance from Smollett Street. Other features 

from the late 1800’s include the Hume Monument, the statue of the muse Melpomene, the original 

Bandstand, the first Curator’s Cottage (originally timber) and the extension of Smollett Street on the 

southern boundary. Most of these features survive as historical structures, with the Curator’s Cottage and 

Bandstand (now named the Rotunda) having been either replaced or significantly renovated - although their 

locations appear to be original.  

 

One significant feature that does not survive from this period is the central artificial lake and later 

surrounding circular fernery constructed in 1900, at the end of John Howard’s term as Curator. The central 
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lake was replaced with a set of three smaller ponds by 1920 (precise date unknown) and the fernery 

conservatory structure fell victim to the ravages of time and was removed (date unknown). 

 

 
Figure 9: Lake and Island c1895 
Source: David Lawrence 2012 

 

The change of the century brought a number of significant alterations to the Albury Botanic Gardens, many 

likely ushered in by the appointment of James Edward Richard Fellowes in 1901. Some advice was offered 

by the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne’s Director William Guilfoyle to predecessor John Howard, likely 

during a visit to the Gardens in 18869.  According to David Lawrence, it was Guilfoyle’s intention to introduce 

“the gardenesque style, with its picturesque elements of rustic charm, into the Albury Botanic Gardens – 

substituting winding paths for the existing straight paths, for example”.  However, Council was unenthusiastic, 

feeling the changes to be unnecessary and being reluctant to expend funds on the Gardens, and discussions 

appear to have gone no further.10  

 

Guilfoyle’s influence likely provided inspiration for changes proposed by Fellowes in his 1906 plan for the 

Gardens (see Figure 10). This is the first detailed plan of the site and appears to be aspirational, with elements 

such as the Rose Garden not appearing to have been built.  Some changes were still made by Fellowes and 

resulted in sinuous gardenesque style paths that allowed for meandering inside the Gardens, particularly 

around the centrally located ponds. The axial paths, maintained as part of this design, were complimented 

by grand entrance gates on Wodonga Place in 1908 (R.M. Williamson Gates). Much of this ‘gardenesque’ 

style path network survives to this day. A Bowling Green existed within the Gardens during this time (1905-

1922), positioned where the present-day Children’s Garden is located. 
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As the Gardens’ longest serving 

Curator, J E R Fellowes helped 

increase the services rendered by the 

Botanic Garden Nursery, which served 

the ‘whole City’11 of Albury. In 1909 

Fellowes moved into the renovated 

brick Curator’s Residence (built by 

local William Stewart) with his Family 

of five children. A number of memorial 

tree plantings occurred during this 

phase of the Gardens, with many 

specimens, such as a 1908 planted 

Oak by long serving Mayor, Alderman 

Waugh, surviving to this today.  

 

Progress continued in the years either 

side of World War 1, with the addition 

of plantings and a commemorative 

sandstone Drinking Fountain in 

honour of local resident Charles Hilton 

Dight in 1916, and the original Rose 

Arbour in the south of the gardens in 

1923 (this was removed in 1963 due to 

timber damage – elements of this design were re-modelled thanks to the Friends of Albury Botanic Gardens 

in 2001).  

 

The Gardens appear to have progressed through both world war periods without great change or impact, 

beyond the partial building of two air-raid shelters within the Gardens in 1941 (one by Ponds Lawn and one 

by the depot) and the increased growing of vegetables as part of the war effort. Recognition of Albury WW1 

servicemen was given in the naming of Noreuil Park after the Noreuil Valley in France, while within the 

Botanic Gardens, the ANZACs were 

commemorated by Fellowes in 1936 

through the planting of a ‘lone pine’ (Pinus 

halepensis var. brutia). A seedling from this 

original tree remains in the gardens today. 

With the death of J E R Fellowes in 1937, 

the curatorship was essentially inherited 

by his son, Walter Bennett (Wally) 

Fellowes, who did not quite see out the 

second war, passing away in 1944 while 

still holding the position. Throughout this 

earlier part of the 20th Century, a variety of 

fencing renovations also occurred, 

replacing the original 1878 installation, and 

by the mid-1930’s being captured in 

photographs as a timber picket fence add 

picture (see Figure 13). The current fencing 

(installed in 2017) was designed to match 

Figure 10: J F R Fellowes' 1906 plan for Albury Botanic Gardens 
Source: AlburyCity 

Figure 11: Watercolour painting of the Cottage 1903 
Source: AlburyCity 
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the R.M. Williamson Gates. The Nursery that had flourished with his father’s support was also relocated off-

site during Wally Fellowes’ tenure.  

 

The first half of the 1950’s saw increased change to the path network, during the tenure of Parks Supervisor 

George Bennett. This was predominantly through the removal of further sections of the straight axes and 

some of the circuitous paths of the lake area, as well as removal of a path leading to the Rotunda.  While 

these modified the early path system, they also resulted in much of the Gardens current day beauty. 

 

 
Figure 12: Albury Botanic Gardens c1921 showing palms, a Cypress and the rose arbour 
Source: State Library of Victoria, Botanical Gardens, Albury, NSW (1920s) 

 

Further structures appeared during this time, with donations of a Sundial (Mates Ltd, 1950) and a Wishing 

Well (Rotary, 1955) joining the 1892 donation of the statue of the Greek Muse Melpomene by Alderman 

Charles Schmiedt. Little further structural work or development to the Gardens is noted during the 1960s-

1970s (under guidance of Parks Superintendents Bert Smith, Ray Steward and Barry Dangerfield 

respectively), though an annual floral festival ran from 

1952-1972 and was a popular event. The Albury Botanic 

Gardens also repeatedly won the ‘Best Regional Gardens - 

Municipal or Shire Park over 2 acres’ category in the 

Sydney Morning Herald country garden competition.12 

 

To mitigate flood damage, Bungambrawatha Creek was 

widened and channelised in 1977, including the section 

running along the northern and western boundary of the 

Gardens. In 1979 there was a total renovation to the 

existing Rotunda, which by this time had been converted 

into an elongated 8-sided timber structure. (It was for this 

occasion rededicated to Albury founder Robert Brown, on 

the centenary of his death.) The exact date of the 

Rotunda’s structural change is uncertain, with a hand-
Figure 13: Timber Picket Fence on Wodonga Place c1935 
Source: John Patrick Pty Ltd 1998, original source unknown 
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coloured photograph noted as being from the 1930s (see figure Figure 13) showing evidence of the 

elongated version by that period. Around the same time (1979), an artificial creek was installed to connect 

the three ponds in the centre of the Gardens, with this area remaining a popular spot for children. 

 

Since being given “classified” status in 1987 by the National Trust (NSW Branch), little further alterations to 

the structure of the Gardens have been made. However, infrastructure renovations to irrigation, drainage, 

and lighting were carried out under the guidance of Robert (Bob) Croft, Bob Van der Weyde, Patrea Cook 

and the Garden’s second longest serving Curator, Paul Scannell. The sealing of the road shoulder along 

Smollett Street occurred in 1996.  In 1997 the Friends of Albury Botanic Gardens were founded, and are an 

enthusiastic group of volunteers who support the Gardens through fundraising, plant propagation and sales, 

care of sections of the Gardens and other works.  The Friends are active in their awareness promotion of both 

the Gardens themselves and their connection to larger land conservation of the area. The group provide 

both financial and physical support for projects that enhance the enjoyment of the Gardens for the public, 

helping grow interest in the site through tours, education activities and institutional partnerships such as 

international exchanges. 

 

A Conservation Management Plan was commissioned in the late 1990s to assess the site and guide its 

management. This was completed by John Patrick Pty Ltd in 1998 and identified the site as being of historic, 

scientific, aesthetic and social significance to the State of New South Wales.  As was typical of the time, the 

CMP operated as both a true Conservation Management Plan (covering the history, values and heritage 

policies of the place) and a Master Plan, recommending projects such as the creation of the Children’s 

Garden and replacement of the fences. One item clearly recognised by the report was the decline of the Elm 

Avenue, having first been formally raised with AlburyCity Council in 1989. A consequent consultant report 

completed by Ivan Earl and Associates in 1990 recommended the staged removal and replacement of this 

much-loved feature of the gardens. Since this time, whilst there is a continued recognition of the avenue 

having reached its life-span, public affection means the trees have remained in place, their sympathetic 

replacement being a major item to be addressed in this Master Plan.  

 

For many years the Albury Botanic 

Gardens have been host to a 

multitude of diverse events, 

ranging from live music 

performances of varying genres, an 

exhibition featuring the 1994 

rediscovered Wollemi pine, hosting 

of the Friends Association 

Conference in 2000, “Cinema 

under the Stars”, a Dragonfly 

Conference, 125th Anniversary 

Celebrations in 2002 and hosting of 

the Botanic Gardens Australia and 

New Zealand (BGANZ) Congress in 

2011. This is in addition to the 

inaugural launch of the 

Gardenesque flower and garden 

Festival in 2019. Whilst this latest 

event has been temporarily impacted by the pandemic, it is already seen as a regular highlight of the Albury 

Botanic Gardens Calendar and the largest garden show between Sydney and Melbourne. 

Figure 14: Rotunda in its earlier, octagonal form, undated 
Source: Albury City 
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Since the mid-2000s, the restoration of the statue of Melpomene (after vandalism), the Charles Hilton Dight 

Drinking Fountain and the Pond Bridges were completed, and through Friends’ fund-raising the curved s-

shaped rose garden created in 2001, inspired by Fellowes’ 1906 plan. In the same year new toilets were 

constructed as a stylised garden building at the second Wodonga Place entrance.  

 

The years from 2009-2012 seem to have been particularly 

productive from a social perspective, with a series of large 

projects connected to the Albury Botanic Gardens. The 

first was the creation of a ‘Florilegium’ in collaboration 

with Beechworth Institute of Botanical Art (BIBA). This 

collection of 41 paintings of specimens formed both an 

exhibition and supported the publication of ‘Albury 

Botanic Garden’ by David Lawrence (2012) with copyright 

gifted to the gardens for future use. The second, and 

perhaps most significant addition to the Albury Botanic 

Gardens since their inception, has been the Children’s 

Garden, with the first stage completed in 2012. Initiated 

through local resident action and funded in part through 

the Friends, this space was recommended in the 

Conservation and Management Plan and was the first significant Children’s Garden to be inspired by The Ian 

Potter Foundation Children’s Garden at Melbourne.  

 

The design for the Children’s Garden was in the form of a Master Plan by Jeavons Landscape Architecture 

and anticipated the staged development of the space. In 2015 the Garden received the addition of a ‘Castle’ 

Toilet, adding an especially playful touch and continuing the work of Melbourne artist James Cattell, who 

worked with Jeavons LA on many of Garden’s sculptures.  

 

Finally, the most recent decades continued the conservation 

and education on offer at Albury Botanic Gardens. The 

Gardens are the home of the Albury-Wodonga Regional 

Seedbank (since 1998), providing seed to local nurseries and 

Landcare groups. They also collaborate with a diverse range 

of partners to support and encourage sustainability, 

environmental awareness and conservation within the local 

and wider community. Amongst a number of continuing 

projects, particular note is made of initiatives such as the Nail 

Can Hill Project to protect the Crimson Spider Orchid 

(celebrated on World Environment Day 1998) and the 2004 

translocation of golden moth orchids from Eastern Hill in 

partnership with students from Thurgoona TAFE College and 

staff from the Australian National Botanic Gardens. Raising 

awareness of rare and threatened species and aspects of 

horticulture / botany such as pollinating insects, is just one 

part of the educational roles played by the Gardens. 

Encouragement of citizen scientists, as well as more formal 

collaborations with institutions in countries such as India and 

France, ensure that Albury Botanic Gardens are botanic 

gardens in the truest sense. 

Figure 15: Rotunda in its current form 1930s 
Source: David Lawrence 2012 

Figure 16: Children's Garden, 2021 
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Figure 17: Picturesque curves of the Albury Botanic Gardens showing the relationship between the lawns, garden beds and trees 

Source: Albury City 
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4. Albury Botanic Gardens Today  
 

Today the Albury Botanic Gardens sit as a place of respite, recreation and learning in the middle of the 

regional City. A treasured green refuge enjoyed by generations of visitors and justly considered “the jewel in 

the crown” of Albury. The following provides a summary of the Gardens in 2022. This information provides 

the background and rationale behind the recommendations made by the Master Plan. 

 

4.1. Existing Conditions and Design Considerations 

 

Design 

Albury Botanic Gardens is a heritage landscape developed in a style that mixes elements of picturesque and 

gardenesque design styles. The established landscape, exquisitely realised design, high maintenance 

standards and soaring tree canopy creates a garden of great beauty. This, combined with its location in the 

heart of the City, makes it unparalleled within the realm of southern Australia’s regional botanic gardens. 

 

In recent years the Albury Botanic Gardens has been described as being in the gardenesque style and the site 

does have strong gardenesque features, including the graceful and elegant path system and specimen trees. 

However, to limit its description to gardenesque undersells the beauty and design quality of the site, which 

mixes elements of the picturesque,13 gardenesque and Victorian era sub-tropical style together, to create a 

botanic garden with arguably Victoria / NSW’s strongest design aesthetic after Melbourne.  

 

What is interesting about 

this design is that much of 

it was realised long after 

interest in these design 

styles had peaked in the 

1880s, the same time that 

William Guilfoyle provided 

advice on the site. The 

early layout of the site was 

a much more conventional 

style of straight-line paths 

and even the 1906 

Fellowes’ Plan lacks 

cohesion, being a mix of 

styles, with picturesque, 

gardenesque and High 

Victorian elements all 

jostling for position. Much of the path system, whose elegant meanders give the site a great deal of its 

beauty, appear to have been laid out between 1906 and the early 1950s. While it is unclear who is responsible 

for the current design of the site, the result is outstanding.  

 

Given the later date of the Albury Botanic Gardens’ layout it is highly likely that they were influenced by other 

botanic gardens, such Williamstown (Edward Latrobe Bateman, 1858) and Melbourne (William Guilfoyle, 

1887-1909). Stylistically, the present-day Gardens have elements of both sites, with Williamstown’s gently 

curving path system and Melbourne’s artfully contrived views, landscape follies and sub-tropical foliage.  

 

Figure 18: Gracefully curved paths and artfully framed views 
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The mixing of picturesque and gardenesque design styles was common in Australia’s 19th century gardens. 

Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne and Fitzroy Gardens are both examples of this, with the use of artfully 

placed focal points and carefully contrived views (or “pictures”) being obvious picturesque elements at both 

sites. Examples of both can be found at Albury. While the terms picturesque and gardenesque relate to 

popular 18th and 19th century European design styles, the meaning of the terms is often poorly understood, 

and even at the height of their popularity was clouded by heavy philosophical discussion.14 In regard to 

Albury, the critical elements of its heritage design are as follows: 

 

The influence of the gardenesque notion of the garden as a work of art, and Kemp’s definition of the 

gardenesque as “beauty of lines, and general variety. Roundness, smoothness, freedom from angularity, 

nd grace rather than dignity or grandeur”. This is realised through the elegant path system and the way it 

moves gracefully through the landscape, as well as the subtly curving garden beds that frame the lawns and 

direct views. The strong sense of structure in the landscape is a critical element – with garden beds and paths 

being clearly defined and exquisitely realised. This is augmented by dense screening which provides 

enclosure and a sense of being in a rich, garden space.  

 

 
Figure 19: Specimen trees and gracefully curved paths 

 

Displaying picturesque notions of the arrangement of the landscape to create a series of artfully 

composed and framed views, or pictures, punctuated by carefully framed focal points such as the 

Rotunda, historic statues and specimen palms. This is realised through the highly scenic landscape, the 

rigorous control and strong sense of balance between the “mass and void”. The mass coming from the 

garden beds and trees, and the voids from the path system and open lawnsii. From a design perspective, the 

 
ii Mulch rings under heritage trees also act as voids in the landscape and do not break up these artfully contrived views 
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garden bed mass conceals and directs views, allowing the curving paths to gradually reveal a series of 

changing vistas as people move through the site. The restrained use of artfully placed focal points such as 

specimen trees, the Rotunda and statue of Melpomene punctuate these views, creating restrained 

highlights across the landscape. The way these two elements interact, with focal points regularly appearing 

and disappearing as people move through the landscape is especially effective, with the Rotunda being an 

especially important example of this.  

 

Displaying gardenesque notions on the arrangement of specimen trees in the landscape to optimally 

display their character and the use of sub-tropical elements such as the palms and foliage plants. This is 

realised through the use of specimen trees in lawns, which create interest and allows trees to be displayed 

to their optimal form. This shows off individual trees, rather than creating a dense arboretum. The heavy use 

of palms and foliage plants, especially the specimen palms, creates visual contrast and reflects the Victorian 

era passion for elaborate foliage plants, as well as the influence of Guilfoyle’s work at Melbourne 

 

What is important in protecting this type of historic landscapes is that the balance between the mass and 

void is maintained. New garden beds and paths need to be carefully shaped to enhance the feeling of moving 

through a series of vistas – with great care taken not to block critical views. The shape and relationship of 

beds is of much more importance in how the landscape is read than the plant collections they hold. The work 

of all curators has respected this, whether consciously or not. Even as recently as the last 10 years, the 

reshaping of the garden beds west of the rose garden continue this work.  

 

This type of design is very amenable to 

new projects, as long as the right 

relationship between the mass and void is 

maintained. The careful placement of new 

garden beds and modern facilities can 

occur, as long as this is out of view lines and 

the landscape’s gentle curves and views 

are maintained. Recent work by Andrew 

Laidlaw at the Royal Botanic Gadens 

Melbourne has demonstrated this, with 

numerous modern – but plant centred 

projects –contemporary spaces such as 

the Arid Garden and White Oak Project 

sitting sensitively in the landscape because 

their edges respect the relationship 

between mass and void, and their 

intention is to display plants. What needs 

to be avoided at Albury is extensive built 

form and new art works. Built form is only 

appropriate where it can either recede into 

the landscape, or in very limited cases, where it can act as focal point within a vista. Ideally, there should not 

be any competing focal points in the landscape, with only one being visible from any one place in the 

Gardens. 

 

For plans showing important views and voids within the Albury Botanic Gardens see Appendix 4 (volume 2). 

 

Figure 20: Master Plan for the Albury Botanic Gardens showing the sympathetic 
arrangement of mass and void 
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Figure 21: Senegal Date Palm in lawn 

 

Description and Site Analysis 

The following is a brief discussion of the layout and condition of the Albury Botanic Gardens in 2022. It aims 

to provide a summary of the major design features from an aesthetic and use perspective, and address what 

is working in the Gardens and what needs to be addressed by the Master Plan. More detailed information 

relating to individual recommendations can be found in the discussion sections of Chapters 0 and 0 and the 

Conservation and Management Plan. Site Analysis drawings are provided in Appendix 4 (volume 2). 

 

As established above, the Albury Botanic Gardens are heritage gardens in the picturesque / gardenesque 

design style. Occupying one city block and bounded by streets on all sides the Gardens are approximately 

square in shape, with street frontages to Wodonga Place and Smollett Street on the east and south, and 

backed by the redirected Bungambrawatha Creek to the north and west. From the east and south the 

Gardens are well finished, with a new brick and steel picket fence and screening garden beds. While this can 

create a somewhat impenetrable view from the street, it contributes to the sense of enclosure and respite 

within the Gardens. Decorative gates provide a fitting entrance with red brick used as a repeated element at 

entrances and within the Gardens. 

 

Within the Gardens, the space is made up of a series of elegantly curving granitic gravel (“buckshot”) paths 

with mild steel edges and occasional brick layback kerbs to allow wheelchair and pram access to lawn areas. 

Lawns are carefully manicured and garden beds are generally artfully shaped to direct views, with either 

steel or rough stone edges. All these materials are historically and aesthetically appropriate and should 

continue to be used in the Gardens. Prior to 1998 concrete edging was also widespread, but this has mostly 

been removed as recommended in the CMP, and the eventual removal of the remaining concrete edging is 

supported by the Master Plan.  
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While the main path system through the 

Gardens is an important part of the 

aesthetic value of the place, a couple don’t 

work well, with the small-scale paths 

through the Camellia bed being disjointed 

and terminating onto lawn areas. The 

southern path in the Rose Garden also lacks 

the gardenesque curves of other paths. 

However, the straight-line entrances of the 

Elm Avenue and Smollett Street entrance 

date from the earliest days of the Gardens 

and should be retained.  

 

 

 

The main Gardens’ entrance is through the grand R.M. Williamson Gates off Wodonga Place. This creates a 

dramatic entrance to the Gardens with its backdrop of palm trees and dramatic Australian native and other 

foliage plants, as well as annual beds to the south. From this entrance the path deviates to the north and 

south, starting the meandering journey through the Gardens. Heading to the north the path takes visitors 

through a series of open lawns, backed by beautifully shaped garden beds before opening onto the Elm 

Avenue at the Wishing Well. The Avenue is the main feature of the northern part of the Gardens, with the 

area being less defined in terms of Garden beds and paths than the well-executed central part of the site. It 

is a recommendation of this Master Plan to provide more enclosure and definition in this area. 

 

 
Figure 23: Albury Botanic Main Gates 
Source: AlburyCity 

 

The Elm Avenue is one of the most important and well-loved features of the Gardens, as well as one of the 

oldest. This runs east-west for the length of the Gardens, providing a barrier between the Gardens and the 

unsightly interface with the redirected Bungambrawatha Creek. For more information on the relationship 

between the Creek and the Gardens see Section 5.5. At the eastern end of the Elm Avenue is another 

Figure 22: Granitic Gravel ("buckshot") paths with a mix of mild steel and rock 
edging 
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entrance into the Gardens, with dramatic views down the Avenue and towards Monument Hill. A small, 

recently created arid garden sits at the western end of the Avenue, near a small footbridge from Dean Street, 

which is the only entrance across the creek. 

 

 
Figure 24: Performance Lawn, 2020 

 

Opposite the Arid Garden is the Camellia Garden. This was established in 2000 to house a botanically 

important collection of Camellias in commemoration of local breeder Thomas James Savige, but many of 

the plants have failed and the Garden is now sparse. Pathways within the Camellia Garden are also poorly 

connected and there are drainage issues where it meets the Elm Avenue. This is also on the service vehicle 

access route for events being held on Performance Lawn, putting further pressure on the area.  

 

Completing the northern end of the Gardens is the Wishing 

Well at the eastern end of the Elm Avenue (1955, 

commemorating the 50th anniversary of Rotary and in 

memory of Paul Harris, founder of Rotary) and the sundial 

(1950) within the lawn area. While of relatively recent origin, 

the sundial sits sympathetically in the landscape, being of 

high design quality and an appropriate scale. The Wishing 

Well, however, is incongruous. Not having worked for some 

time it lacks relevance, neither receding in the landscape or 

acting as a proper focal point and the Master Plan 

recommends its removal, with acknowledgement of 

Rotary’s contribution in an alternative manner.  

 

At the western end of the Elm Avenue the path curves away 

to the south, with relatively dense garden beds to the east, 

but open to Bungambrawatha Creek to the west. Many of 

the beds within the Gardens have been opened up since 

1998 and the impact of the surrounding landscape on the 
Figure 25: Open mulch in the Camellia Garden 
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Gardens has increased. This includes unsightly views to the concrete lined creek and increased traffic noise 

within the Gardens. Despite the challenges that come with establishing new plants under existing trees, the 

Albury Botanic Gardens horticultural team are working to address this. A key recommendation of the Master 

Plan is to increase the density and botanical interest in the garden beds – this is important both for the 

heritage value of the Gardens and the relief they provide for visitors. 

 

In some places the Gardens have small lawn areas 

which tree competition make difficult to maintain. 

One of these occurs along the site’s western 

boundary, beneath a large Bunya Pine. Others sit in 

small nooks between garden beds and paths and 

can easily be replaced with garden beds without 

impacting the historic design of the site. Indeed, in 

many cases they allow beds to be realigned into 

more pleasing picturesque shapes.  

 

The south-west portion of the Gardens is dedicated 

to the Works Depot and Children’s Garden. 

Opened in 2012, the Children’s Garden was designed by Mary Jeavons Landscape Architects and was a 

recommendation of the Conservation and Management Plan. This Garden has been gradually added to as 

funding has allowed, following a Master Plan by Jeavons. The Garden includes whimsical sculptures by artist 

James Cattell, a play tower, plant tunnels, a fenced frog pond, gathering lawn, vegetable planters, bamboo 

grove, musical instruments and a playfully designed toilet building. The space is fenced for the safety of 

children, with the public entrance on the eastern side, and is mostly well screened from the rest of the 

Gardens. The Garden is much loved by children and families, and as a result is suffering from wear and tear 

– especially in the lawn areas. There are also conflicts with maintenance vehicle paths and the creek fence 

on the western side.  

 

On the southern side of the Children’s Garden sits the Curator’s Cottage. This was completed in 1909 

(original timber cottage 1883) and after ceasing to be a private residence has been used for a variety of 

purposes, generally not closely aligned to the Gardens. While the building is of a charming design, the 

surrounding landscape and pathways have become disconnected and the cottage now has a forgotten air, 

with cramped fencing and constrained views. The Master Plan recommends opening the area to better 

connect the cottage, restoring the original 1906 Fellowes designed path past its entrance.  

 

The Works Depot is utilitarian and well screened from the Gardens, although it presents poorly to Smollett 

Street and from Thurgoona Place, where there are clear views from across Bungambrawatha Creek. There 

are also traffic conflicts as vehicles enter and exit the site across the footpath. The works yard is well serviced, 

although space is constrained since it services all the City’s Gardens. In addition to offices, machinery shed 

and works yard, it also houses the nursery of the Friends of the Albury Botanic Gardens. Long term there are 

plans to create a super depot in East Albury, providing the opportunity to redevelop this space into an 

extension of the Gardens, creating stronger connections between the Albury CBD, through the Gardens, to 

the Murray River. 

 

Figure 26: Arid Garden and open views of Bungambrawatha Creek 
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Figure 27: Ponds, 2020 

 

The centre of the Gardens is made up of a series of screening garden beds, which encircle the pond areas. 

This has a long history with multiple changes, with the three small ponds dating from Fellowes time and the 

rills added in 1979, bridges renovated in 2015 (original installation unknown) and a Japanese Garden (date 

unknown). The space is now tired and while the bridges and ducks make it popular with children there are 

many functional problems with the space. The Japanese style gardens are tired, with garden beds being 

open and planting in need of refreshing. The ponds leak and the 1970s era rills sit incongruously in the 

heritage landscape. Importantly water is not reticulated, leading to wastage. The three small ponds, while 

dating from the early 1900s, lack scale in the landscape. Drainage in this part of the Gardens is also 

problematic, with a high-water table. The area is, however, well screened, meaning these problems do not 

impact on the wider gardens, opening the space up to a more contemporary design. There are also charming 

views between the beds to features such as the Rotunda and statue of Melpomene, which is a charming 

focal point within the ark of one of the Garden’s beautiful lawn voids. 

 

Between the ponds, Children’s Garden, Camellia Garden and Elm Avenue is Performance Lawn. This is one 

of the largest lawns in the Gardens and is framed along the eastern side by a magnificent avenue of 

Washington Fan Palms (Washingtonia filifiera). This open lawn holds events such as Music in the Gardens and 

is the focus of the Garden’s heavy social calendar. This does put some pressure on the landscape and the 

Master Plan makes a number of recommendations to reduce pressure on the lawn, whilst allowing it’s 

continued use. 

 

The final part of the Gardens is the south-eastern corner. Like the northern section, this area is somewhat 

open and lacking the carefully structured design of the site’s centre. The Rotunda, just to the south of the 

main entrance is carefully backed by garden beds, and while sitting beautifully as a landscape focal point its 

immediate landscaping lacks structure. It is also difficult to access, with one poorly designed set of stairs to 

the rear. On the southern boundary a new Rose Garden has been constructed, with beautiful garden bed cut 
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outs inspired by the 1906 Fellowes Plan. These beds are a beautiful, decorative feature, but the surrounding 

paths and ageing pergolas lack scale. The Hume monument is the final built feature in this area, and while 

of heritage value, recedes comfortably into the landscape without being a strong design feature.  

 

 
Figure 28: Rose Garden, Rotunda, Hume Monument and Senegal Date Palm 

 

A strong feature of this area are the beautiful specimen trees – especially the Senegal Date Palm (Phoenix 

reclinata). One of the tallest trees in the Gardens is in the south-east corner, a Bunya Pine (Araucaria bidwillii) 

visible from across Albury. Unfortunately, this tree is in heavy decline due to a combination of age and soil 

pathogens (especially Phytophthora and Pythium), and despite strong efforts from the horticultural team it 

has a Useful Life Expectancy of less than 5 years. The historic entrance from the corner of Wodonga Place 

and Smollett Street was closed in an attempt to protect this tree. A fern frond sculpture was commissioned 

to provide interest in the corner, but the heavy, closed fence line still provides a daunting introduction to the 

Gardens from the main road from Wodonga and Melbourne.  

 

The interface between the Gardens and the 

surrounding streets is perhaps the area where the most 

improvement is required. Community and stakeholder 

consultation (see Section 4.2) identified a number of 

problems, including insufficient parking, difficult and 

potentially unsafe road crossings and lack of presence 

on the street. The same screening planting that 

provides so much protection within the Gardens, was 

seen by some to make them unwelcoming from the 

outside. Another considerable problem is the poor 

views out of the Gardens, where this screening planting 

has been degraded, especially towards 

Bungambrawatha Creek and Smollett Street.  
Figure 29: Many garden beds along the boundary have become 
too open 
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The final part of the Gardens is the Australian Garden. Located between Bungambrawatha Creek and 

Thurgoona Place, this area has been established as a native garden and has a number of interesting taxa. 

The walking track past the Gardens traverses the space. This part of the Gardens faces a number of 

problems. Maintenance access is difficult and it is not connected to the Gardens’ irrigation system, limiting 

new planting opportunities. It is also poorly recognised as part of the Gardens by the public and the poor 

views to Bungambrawatha Creek intrude heavily on the space.  

 

In all, the Albury Botanic Gardens are a beautiful site. Central to town life, well used and well loved, they are 

an example of a 19th century regional botanic garden of the highest standards. While this discussion focuses 

on some of the elements to be addressed, how strong the Gardens are and how much of them are working 

well, always needs to be recognised. 

 

4.2. Findings of the Consultation Process 

Public, staff and stakeholder consultation was split into three phases. Consultation opportunities were 

facilitated by the Albury Botanic Gardens Curator and AlburyCity, beginning prior to the engagement of apl 

and continuing during May and July/August of 2021. Feedback was provided by the community (public) and 

the stakeholders, including the Friends of the Albury Botanic Gardens, the Albury Historical Society, Albury 

Horticultural Society and Rotary, AlburyCity Staff and the Albury Botanic Gardens Horticultural Team.  

 

A discussion with the Traditional Custodians was undertaken by AlburyCity, however, apl was unable to 

attend due to covid restrictions. The following is a brief summary of the most common responses from the 

consultation process. Comments are provided as received and therefore include some minor inaccuracies 

(e.g. description of style only as gardenesque).  For simplicity, comments from the public and stakeholder 

groups are combined unless there were clear differences between the two groups.  

 

What is Working Well? 

• Location: Gardens are located centrally to town, are easily accessible (walkable) and close to the 

river 

• Historical layout of the Garden: Value for the heritage / history of the Gardens, including the 

integrity of the gardenesque style and quality of the maintenance 

• Trees: Trees were valued both for heritage reasons and as a visual experience through aspects such 

as their soaring canopies 

• Plant Collections: Appreciation for the collection of trees, as well as shrubs and other plants, 

including the annual displays. The variety of these collections was valued, in particular the heritage 

educational potential of the collection 

• Children’s Garden: Appreciation was noted for the attraction of a new demographic to the Gardens 

since 2012, with the Toilet there being greatly valued, both functionally and visually 

• Throughout the groups there was an underlying sentiment of “keep it as is”, with the aim of the 

Albury Botanic Gardens’ most successful aspects being maintained 

• There was considerable community support for events, with many requests for more or different 

types of events. There was, however, also a small number of people who felt there were too many 

events in the Gardens. 

 

What is missing and what could be improved?  

• Café / Food: The provision of a café in the Gardens was the number one community wish for the 

place, with a café in the cottage being a recurrent request 
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• Native Plants: There was an extensive number of requests from the community for more native 

plants throughout the Gardens. There was also discussion about a dedicated section for some 

indigenous flora of Albury 

• Traditional Custodians: Desire for greater engagement with Traditional Custodians in the 

management of the Gardens 

• The Elm Avenue: The need for management and replacement in conjunction with community 

awareness was recognised by all stakeholder groups. Responses recognised the need to balance 

the impact of removal with the necessity of action 

• Re-development of the Works Depot area: Across the stakeholder groups there was general 

agreement for the idea to relocate non-garden related staff and facilities off-site and use the space 

to enhance the Gardens’ experience, including a possible café and parking, as well as further space 

for the physical Gardens 

• Possible relocation / removal of Wishing Well: There is a wish from Rotary to retain the 

commemorative aspect of the Well in some form, though the structure and location were not seen 

as significant 

• Events: While events were desired, it was recognised that their potential impact on the landscape 

needs to be managed 

• Toilets: Wodonga Place Toilets were viewed as not being fully ‘fit for purpose’, particularly with 

physical numbers not being sufficient for peak events. The building acting as an entrance to the 

Gardens was felt as unsuitable for the ‘grandeur’ of the remaining site by stakeholder groups 

• Parking: This was seen as challenging around the Albury Botanic Gardens boundary, with demand 

for spaces that cater for the Medical Centre, as well as the Gardens  

• Pedestrian access to site: Community feel unsafe crossing roads to access the Gardens in many 

locations, especially across Smollett Street and the Dean Street and Thurgoona Street intersection 

• Picnic Tables and Seating: Requests from the community for picnic tables and additional seating as 

they are easier for elderly people than sitting on lawns. This was connected to public desire for shade 

around seating opportunities 

• Dogs: General discussion about dogs not being allowed in the Gardens with people being both for 

and against the current prohibition 

• Maintenance: Concern was raised 

by staff concerning the time spent 

edging paths and beds.  Issues 

with washout of the buckshot, 

creating raised ridges and 

sediment runoff into lawns. Paths 

also hold water and can become 

almost inaccessible during wet 

seasons, particularly with heavy 

maintenance vehicles currently 

used by Staff 

• Irrigation: The Gardens’ irrigation 

system requires an update from 

its original installation more than 

50-years ago 

• Boundary: Vegetation gaps in the 

boundary planting, seen as an issue with the Gardens having lost its sense of enclosure.   

Figure 30: There was a great desire for more indigenous plants, such as these on 
Monument Hill 
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• Interpretation / Information: There was considerable demand for more interpretation. Requests for 

information were across a range of topics and in a range of formats, but the focus was generally a 

desire to learn about plants and horticultural skills.  There was also a desire for more plant labels and 

for the opportunity to learn about growing food at home (e.g. vegetable gardens).  

• Wayfinding: Need to provide clearer connections through the site to the river and a need to 

advertise the Gardens from the street.  The Albury Botanic Gardens is seen as a very enclosed site, 

which can be good as a place of respite, but can also be seen as un-inviting 

• Tree protection: Need for succession planning and management of the trees, considering aspects 

such as natural life expectancies and climate change 

• Education Officer: Great desire across the stakeholder groups for the Albury Botanic Gardens to 

have a designated Education Officer, providing connections to other environmental conservation 

work, schools and other institutions, as well as Traditional Custodians of the area 

 

4.3. Statutory Context and  

The Albury Botanic Gardens are heritage listed at a local level, and at a non-statutory level are classified by 

the National Trust of Australia NSW branch. Permits will be required for many works under the local planning 

schemes and the Building Code of Australia. All projects recommended in this Master Plan will need to be 

implemented in accordance with all Local, State and National laws.   Details of the statutory context of the 

Gardens in 2022 can be found at Appendix 5 (volume 2). 

 

4.4. Related Documents and Policies 

The Master Plan has taken into consideration several strategic AlburyCity documents. The aim of this work 

was to align the Master Plans with future planned works, as long as they were consistent with the 

consultation and research findings of the Master Plan process. A detailed summary of the relationships to 

these documents can be found in Appendix 6 (volume 2). 

 

The following documents informed the development of the Master Plan, and should continue to inform 

individual projects as they are implemented:  

• Conservation and Management Plan (1998) by John Patrick Pty. Ltd. landscape architects  

• Albury Development Control Plan (2010) by AlburyCity  

• Albury Local Environment Plan (2010) NSW Legislation 

• Albury 2030 (Community Strategic Plan) by AlburyCity (adopted 2017)  

• Murray River Experience Master Plan - Central Albury Riverside Parks (2020) by Chrofi  

• Albury Wodonga Destination Management Plan 2019-2023 by Stafford Strategy  

• Albury Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan (2016) by WMA Water  

• Riverside Precinct (2019) by Group GSA / AlburyCity,  

• CBD Parking Strategy 2020-2025 by AlburyCity 

• Public Toilet Strategy 2020-2030 by AlburyCity 

• Albury CBD Bike Loop Project (2020) by AlburyCity 

• Gateway Island Master Plan (2018) by Spiire  

 

  



 

Albury Botanic Gardens Master Plan 2022 – 2042 (DRAFT COUNCILLOR REVIEW 14.03.22) page 29 

5. Master Plan  
 

5.1. Master Plan Overview 

The Master Plan for the Albury Botanic Gardens sets a vision for the next twenty years of the site, protecting 

what is valued about the place while gently dealing with its challenges through a series of sensitive new 

projects. The proposals all address an identified need and are based around the heritage principle of doing 

do as much as necessary, but as little as possible. To achieve this, proposals are designed to respect the 

historical core of the site and focus more extensive developments in the places with limited to no heritage 

value – in particular the Works Depot and Bungambrawatha Creek.  

 

Within the core of the Gardens changes are more subtle. The 1970s era ponds are to be upgraded as a new 

indigenous and native plant focused gathering space, the Rotunda is to be refurbished, a fernery walk 

established, the rose garden renovation continued and a new accessible Rest House built as a focal point at 

the western end of Elm Avenue.  

 

 
Figure 31: Autumn colour in the Elm Avenue 
Source: AlburyCity 

 

The Elm Avenue is a much-loved feature of the Albury Botanic Gardens and one of the iconic sites of the 

Gardens. Unfortunately, the trees are at the end of their lives and need to be replaced. It is recognised that 

the necessary work of replacing the Elm Avenue will change the character of the Gardens in the short-term. 

To ease this, it is proposed to replace the trees with Ginkgoes (Ginkgo biloba), while the area under the new 

trees is to be planted with a new double perennial border, which will be one of the longest in Australia. This 

will reinvigorate the northern part of the Gardens and provide a beautiful and dramatic garden feature while 

the replacement trees are growing. Ginkgoes have been chosen as they are more climate resilient than Elms, 

while still having a beautiful form and yellow autumn colour. All plants will be chosen for their climate 

resilience and will be bird and pollinator attracting. Terminating the avenue will be the new accessible Rest 

House.  

 

Bungambrawatha Creek, long redirected from its natural course to the Gardens’ east, is unsightly and 

restricts access to the Gardens from the north and west. The Master Plan recommends naturalising the creek 

alignment.  This is consistent with proposals for similar works both up and down stream. Such works will 

make the alignment more environmentally friendly, increase habitat and improve the amenity of the area. 

To supplement this, three small Pocket Parks are to be created, covering the culvert with planted “roof” 

gardens that provide pleasant, plant filled picnic areas on the Gardens’ boundaries. This provides the picnic 

tables requested by the community , whilst protecting the character of the Gardens. Each of the Pocket 

Parks will also act as a new entrance, increasing access to the Gardens. 
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The premier project for the Master Plan is the redevelopment of the Works Depot into the Botanic Gardens 

Community Hub. This proposal stemmed from long-term Council plans for a new super depot in East Albury, 

and the need to address community desires that could not be accommodated within the heritage centre. It 

is proposed to maintain a small works depot area to service the Gardens, provide a home for the Friends, 

and provide safe maintenance access. The remainder of the area will be dedicated to community facilities, 

including an expanded Children’s Garden and outdoor classroom, an urban food garden, education centre, 

visitor centre in the former Curator’s Cottage and a Cafe. An entrance forecourt with water play will connect 

the Gardens to the Murray River, improving access between the CBD and the riverfront. The final feature 

will be a new, state-of-the-art conservatory, providing an all-weather botanical wonderland for visitors. 

 

Given the community affection for the Gardens, the decision was made to expand their footprint beyond 

the traditional boundaries, spreading the botanical plantings into the surrounding streets. This includes 

providing decorative planting at Gardens entrances and creating a new Gardens at the base of Monument 

Hill – a dry garden showcasing drought tolerant plants in the palm filled extension from Dean Street. Other 

works around the Gardens include increasing the number of carparking spaces, providing more pedestrian 

crossings and a new tour bus parking bay.   This will improve access and make the Gardens more inviting. 

 

During community consultation there was an overwhelming request for more native and indigenous plants 

within the Gardens. Recent work in other high profile public spaces, including the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne and Shepparton Art Museum, have demonstrated how beautiful indigenous plant gardens can 

be, sitting as sensitively and successfully within a European heritage space as previous exotic species. The 

Master Plan proposes to create a similar indigenous garden in the centre of the Botanic Gardens, housing a 

new Murray River Collection. This garden would be designed to sit gently in the landscape, being screened 

from the more European style surrounding area. The historic ponds would be retained as ephemeral water 

features and seating included around an open lawn area, creating a relaxed and beautiful native gathering 

space in the heart of the Gardens. This space would also provide the opportunity for collaboration with the 

Wiradjuri Traditional Custodians.  

 

 
Figure 32: Children’s Garden 
Source: AlburyCity 
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Decorative perennials include a mix of traditional perennial plants, bulbs, ground covers
and any other plant which has high visual interest with good foliage texture and strong
colour.  Planting in these locations should be visual highlights when viewed against the
general green backdrop of the Gardens.
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5.2. Botanic Gardens Community Hub 

 
Figure 35: Artist’s impression of the new Botanic Garden Community Hub, viewed from Smollett Street. 

 

Design Intent 

The Albury Botanic Gardens Works Depot occupies the south-west corner of the Gardens, facing Smollett 

Street and housing the works team for all of the City’s Gardens. AlburyCity has long discussed options for 

relocating these facilities and creating a super depot at East Albury, potentially opening up this area for 

Gardens use. Such a proposal provides the opportunity for the Albury Botanic Gardens to develop a new 

space that responds to community needs without compromising the heritage values of the main garden. 

 

The stakeholder and community consultation process included requests which could not be easily 

accommodated within the main gardens. These included a dedicated education space, a visitor centre / 

shop, café and a place to learn how to grow plants / food at home. There were also requests for an all-

weather space such as a conservatory. Research and site analysis revealed a need for stronger connections 

from the Gardens to the Murray River Experience and the desirability of expanding the Children’s Garden. 

The new Botanic Gardens Community Hub provides for these uses and wants. 

 

It is proposed to maintain a small works depot area to service the Gardens and provide a home for the 

Friends, with access for maintenance vehicles improved. This includes having a dedicated, vehicle only 

entrance off Smollett Street, and modifying the maintenance path through the Children’s Garden so that it 

is closer to the Gardens’ boundary, separated by a fence from the children’s area. Screening planting would 

be provided around the depot boundary. The Children’s Garden is to be expanded northwards occupying 

much of the current garden bed area between the Children’s Garden and Performance Lawn. This garden 

bed will be expanded to include the declining Senegal Date Palm, better allowing for the trees’ care (note: 

the tree will be located outside the children’s garden area). The extension should be used for plant-based 

play experiences such as plant tunnels and balancing logs, rather than play equipment and should include 

play opportunities for very young children (under 3 years old).  In addition to the northern extension, a new 

education lawn will be created at the southern end of the Children’s Garden, as part of the Community Hub. 

This could include a forest of fig trees, with activity tables and a picnic / gathering lawn connected to the new 

education building. The intention is that this space can be easily separated from the main Children’s Garden 

for programmed activities and opened for general use at other times.   
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Figure 36: Design inspiration for Conservatory and outdoor classroom 
Source: various15 

 

The new education building will be a specialised facility and home to a new Gardens’ Education Officer.  This 

will allow the Gardens to expand their education offerings for both adults and children and is discussed 

further in Section 6.10. The existing frog pond will be retained, remaining fenced so that it is only accessible 

as part of formal activities.   At the other end of the education building would be a small café, a strong request 

from the community consultation process. This would include a mix of indoor and outdoor seating and its 

own kitchen garden.   

 

The concept of education for the home garden should continue across the Community Hub space, with the 

opportunity to explore the range of functions botanic gardens play from plant conservation, to water 

security, community art spaces and horticultural education, amongst many more. The new conservatory will 

be an all-weather visitor space, which also supports plant conservation work such as the Crimson Spider 

Orchid program. This should be a beautiful, architect designed building with a strong plant display that 

shows off the best of Albury horticulture, providing a botanical wonderland for all Garden visitors.  

 

The centre of the Community Hub will be the Urban Food Garden. This will be a Gardens’ curated space 

which demonstrates how to grow food for home gardeners from annual vegetables through to fruit trees. 

This garden provides an opportunity to work with Albury’s Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Community 

and should also include demonstration spaces. Connected to this will be the new visitor centre and possible 

shop, located in the former Curator’s Cottage. This space is poorly suited as a restaurant / cafe, but is well 

positioned to provide a visitor contact point, a place to learn about the Gardens and a meeting place for 

tours. 

 

At the eastern end of the Community Hub will be an open gathering space which connects the Gardens to 

the Murray River Experience, with a planted forecourt, seating and water play opportunities for children. 

This area will be an open plaza that sits under a canopy of beautiful, botanically interesting specimen trees. 
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Planting will be essential to the success of the place. For it to sit comfortably within the Botanic Gardens 

precinct and provide the right educational opportunities, it is essential that it is a plant driven landscape, 

which provides necessary open areas without large expanses of paving. Instead, the area should be full of 

garden beds, rich in botanically and horticulturally interesting plants.  

 

   
   

   
Figure 37: Design precedents for café and Urban Food Garden 
Source: various16 

 

Actions 

Action 1: Develop the Botanic Gardens Community Hub 

• Undertake detailed design work to determine the best size and layout of the reduced Works Depot  

• Guided by the Master Plan, work with a design team to undertake detailed design for the Botanic 

Gardens Community Hub. Use this work to develop a detailed business case, cost and staging plan. 

This should include the education lawn, Urban Food Garden, conversion of the Curator’s Cottage, 

conservatory, education centre, café, gathering space and connections to the Murray River  

• On relocation of the depot develop the Botanic Gardens Community Hub 

 

Action 2: Turn the Curator’s Cottage into a Visitor Centre and Shop 

• Redesign the cottage landscaping to include a through access path and front lawn as reflected in 

the 1906 Fellowes Plan (note: this can occur independently of the wider depot redevelopment) 

• Develop a business case to return the cottage for Gardens use and develop a small, public facing 

visitor centre and shop selling botanically themed products  

• Prior to the depot redevelopment, explore the option of providing small scale classes and other 

educational services based out of the cottage  
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5.3. Murray River Collection and Ponds 

 
Figure 38: Artist’s impression of the new Murray River Collection 

 

Design  Intent 

During community consultation there was an overwhelming desire for more native and indigenous plants 

within the Albury Botanic Gardens. Even in heritage settings, botanic gardens can play an important role in 

making native and locally indigenous plants appealing to home gardeners. They provide the opportunity to 

showcase these plants in a cultivated setting, making people realise they can work in their own backyards. 

As discussed above, the relationship between garden beds is of more importance in a picturesque landscape 

than the plants within them, and artfully designed beds with contrasting plants and foliage textures can 

contribute to the aesthetic values of the place.  

 

The proposed design for the Murray River Collection reimagines the central pond space as a series of open 

voids, framed by decorative indigenous species from along the entire Murray River corridor. This will be a 

new quiet space in the heart of the garden, with relaxed seating making it a natural place for visitors to meet. 

An open lawn area will be retained in the centre of the garden, that it is a secluded, tranquil gathering space 

retaining what people love about the current space.  New pathways will make the area more accessible for 

everyone.  Gentle mounding of the lawn will create places to sit and assist with drainage problems. 

 

Recent work in high profile public spaces, including the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne and Shepparton 

Art Museum, have demonstrated how beautiful indigenous plant gardens can be, sitting as sensitively and 

successfully within a European heritage space as previous exotic species. The vision for the Murray River 

Collection is for similarly beautiful planting, with a scale and design suitable for the Albury Botanic Gardens. 

This garden would be designed to sit gently in the landscape, being screened from the more European style 

surrounding area.  
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Figure 39: Design precedents for the Murray River Collection 

 

The design for the space envisages the central areas being a mix of carefully selected low level plants, 

particularly flowering perennials and grasses, with taller Murray River plants incorporated into the 

surrounding screening garden beds. The three historic ponds would be retained as ephemeral water 

features. The ponds currently leak and it is proposed to develop them into bog gardens that show off aquatic 

and semi-aquatic species such as the stunning Loosestrife (Lythrum spp.). Comfortable seating and an open 

central lawn area would be included, creating a relaxed and beautiful native gathering space in the heart of 

the Gardens.  

 

It is important that the design of this space is contemporary, but shaped in such a way as to sit comfortably 

within the heritage landscape. Given the complexity in developing this type of garden, the services of an 

external landscape architect should be engaged to undertake the detailed design work. The Wiradjuri 

Traditional Custodians should also be consulted on plant selection and plant stories. 

 

Actions 

Action 3: Redevelop the ponds area as a new Murray River Collection  

• Retain the three heritage ponds, while creating a new garden celebrating the flora of the Murray 

River corridor 

• Include relaxed seating and gentle void spaces to encourage people to gather in the space, 

reminiscent of the current island area 

• Frame the space with a circular path acknowledging the original 1906 design of the area and using 

archaeological evidence to inform the location17 

• Develop the space as an informal gathering and reflection space 
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5.4. Elm Avenue 

 
Figure 40: Artist’s impression of the Elm Avenue replacement planting  

 

Design Intent 

The Elm Avenue is a much-loved feature of the Botanic Gardens and one of the iconic sites of Albury. The 

Avenue is loved for its history, beautiful autumn colour and the dramatic views it provides as people enter 

the Gardens from the Dean Street entrance and look towards Monument Hill. Unfortunately, the trees are 

in serious decline and at the end of their lives. All trees have a finite life and the Elms are 140 years old, the 

approximate life expectancy of this species in southern NSW. Increasing this pressure, is that Elms (Ulmus 

sp.) are generally unsuited to the warm, dry conditions of southern Australia. The sealing of 

Bungambrawatha Creek in 1977 damaged the northern row and for all trees their structure and health is 

poor. Reports over many years have recommended their replacement, but community affection for the 

avenue has delayed this work. Since 1998 the trees have been maintained to the best of Council’s ability, but 

the need for replacement is now at a critical point. A recent arborist report recommended Council develop a 

strategy for the removal and replacement of the trees, with the Master Plan addressing this requirement. 

 

The necessary work of replacing the Elm Avenue will change the character of the Gardens in the short-term, 

and to ease this, a new project is proposed that will reinvigorate the northern part of the Gardens and provide 

a beautiful and dramatic garden feature whilst the replacement trees are growing. It is proposed that the 

current Elm Avenue be removed and replaced with Ginkgo trees (Ginkgo biloba), while the area under the 

new trees be planted as a double perennial border which will be one of the longest in Australia. Other options 

such as staging the tree replacement were explored, but not found to be practical, as the existing trees limit 

the growth of the replacements, compromising the long-term establishment of the new trees. 

 

These garden beds will be properly prepared to encourage strong growth in the new trees and the perennial 

plantings. Ginkgoes have been chosen as they are more climate resilient then Elms, while still having a 

beautiful form and stunning yellow autumn colour, although there may be other botanically interesting 

species that would be equally suitable.  They will be planted at the same distance as the Elms, but offset from 

the current locations to encourage good growth. The northern row will be moved slightly further away from 

the creek alignment and the path slightly narrowed to match the width of the Wodonga Place gates.  
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Figure 41: Design precedents for the Elm Avenue 
Source: various18 

 

The perennial beds will be filled with repeating groups of plants of varying colours and textures, with taller 

plants to the north to provide protection and screen the view of Bungambrawatha Creek. All plants will be 

chosen for their climate resilience and will be bird and insect attracting. New garden beds on the south side 

will create an enclosed, impressive avenue with views towards Monument Hill. This will also provide extra 

enclosure to the northern gardens, which are currently too open, lacking the form and beauty of the central 

area of the Gardens. Terminating the avenue will be the new accessible Rest House.  

 

The new Rest House is in response to community requests for more shelter, while also providing an 

accessible garden structure – as it isn’t practical to get all abilities access into the heritage Rotunda. Rest 

Houses of this type are typical of picturesque landscapes, where they are otherwise known as follies and act 

as focal points that draw the eye across the landscape. For this structure, it will act as a focal point to both 

Elm Avenue and the new Dean Street entrance.   The new Rest House would be designed to be simple yet 

beautiful, in the form of a small artist or architect designed shelter for people to enjoy the Gardens in all 

weather. It is important that this is not a mock heritage item, but a contemporary yet elegant addition to the 

Gardens’ rich design history. 

 

Actions 

Action 4: Replace the Elm Avenue to secure its long-term place in the landscape 

• Undertake detailed design of the new Ginkgo Avenue and Perennial Border to allow replacement 

plants to be secured 

• Undertake a community engagement program to educate the community about the need for the 

trees’ replacement, what is being done to secure the site and work to address people’s concerns 

• Undertake removal and replacement works, timing works for an early spring planting for optimal 

plant success 
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5.5. Monument Hill and Australian Garden 

 
Figure 42: Artist’s impression of the new Monument Hill path and planting 

 

Design Intent 

Given the community affection for the Albury Botanic Gardens, the decision has been made to expand their 

footprint beyond the traditional boundaries, spreading the botanical plantings into the surrounding streets. 

In the past the terraced area running up Monument Hill from Dean Street was part of the Botanic Gardens. 

This area is a magnificent focal point in the landscape, with modernist stone walls and palm canopy creating 

an impressive backdrop to the Albury CBD. Understory planting in the area is now non-existent, and 

pathways are in poor condition, but the overall design is strong. The Master Plan proposes to develop this 

area into a dry garden – showcasing drought and heat tolerant plants.  

 

New boardwalks and rebuilt steps would improve access up the hill, the aim being to provide an accessible 

access route from the Botanic Gardens and CBD to Monument Hill. These new garden beds could house a 

range of drought tolerant plants, from Australian natives in a new display garden at the base, through 

American cacti through to South African succulents and Mediterranean perennials. This will also provide a 

botanically rich landscape that is open at all times and able to be used by dog walkers who are not admitted 

to the Botanic Gardens. Terraces would also include new seats and if appropriate picnic tables. At the top of 

the hill the paths will connect to the existing Indigenous Garden, which is to be weeded and restored. At the 

base of the hill a new entrance and pedestrian crossing will be created connecting the Botanic Gardens to 

the Monument Hill Annex. 
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Figure 43: Design precedents for Monument Hill and the Australian Garden 
Source: Various19 

 

Actions 

Action 5: Develop the Monument Hill Annex  

• Create a new central stair case and ramped access path including seating.  Attempts should be 

made to make this path fully accessible if at all possible (noting the steepness of the grade) 

• Establish a collection of drought and heat tolerant plants 
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5.6. Bungambrawatha Creek Naturalisation 

   
   

   
Figure 44: Design precedents for Bungambrawatha Creek naturalisation works 
Source: various20 

 

Design Intent 

Bungambrawatha Creek runs along the Albury Botanic Gardens’ northern and western boundaries. In its 

current form the creek has been reduced to a sealed drainage culvert.  This restricts access to the Gardens 

and is unsightly from within the Gardens and the surrounding streets. From a heritage perspective the visual 

impact of the open concrete culvert is an intrusive feature in the Gardens. The term “Bungambrawatha 

Creek” is somewhat misleading in regard to its passage past the Gardens, having been redirected a number 

of times before reaching its current alignment.   Originally, it ran east of the Gardens, where it meandered 

southward to the Murray between the present-day Wodonga Place and Townsend Street. 

 

The poor environmental outcomes of the concrete lined drainage line have been recognised in Council plans 

for areas both upstream and downstream from the Gardens. There is a desire to naturalise the creek 

alignment to improve passive water infiltration, provide habitat for plants and animals and make it safer and 

more aesthetically pleasing.   

 

Where the creek passes the northern boundary of Albury Botanic Gardens space is severely restricted, but 

naturalising its course is still highly desirable from a heritage, environmental and aesthetic perspective. The 

area on the Gardens’ west (Thurgoona Place) is more generous and the Master Plan proposals are to rework 

the poorly performing Australian Garden, to include the Bike Trail and a picnic area with views over a 

naturalised creek alignment.  Here large rocks would be placed to reduce flow along with suitable planting. 

Along the northern arm, the creek will be bridged with new Pocket Parks (see Section 5.7), and planting and 

flow mitigation features introduced in a more artificial way. Large concrete planters would allow small native 

trees to be planted, and hidden culverts would be used to manage storm surges beneath the planted boulder 
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creek bottom. A viewing deck on the corner of Wodonga Place and Dean Street would be a storm water 

management educational opportunity.  

 

In order to protect the Gardens and their trees, it is recommended that the southern and eastern wall of the 

culvert be retained during any works and the sides creatively treated to provide alternative habitat and flow 

mitigation options (see Figure 44).  

 

These proposals are high-level design suggestions and any proposals for the creek naturalisation would need 

to occur as part of a larger project to deal with storm water management across the system. As a first step a 

significant feasibility study would be required which looked at the entire creek catchment and ideally 

includes detention and storm water reduction systems upstream.  

 

The Master Plan acknowledges that these plans are a long-term and ambitious solution. In the shorter term 

it is recommended that the current unsightly, and in many areas unstable, safety fencing be replaced to 

match the black powder coated fencing recently provided along Dean Street.  Garden beds within the 

Gardens should also be heavily planted to screen the concrete culvert from view when within the Gardens. 

 

Actions 

Action 6: Explore options for naturalising Bungambrawatha Creek past the Albury Botanic Gardens as 

part of the wider Murray River Experience works 

• Commission a hydraulic and environmental engineering report into the feasibility of naturalising or 

partially naturalising Bungambrawatha Creek in connection to similar works proposed in the 

Murray River Experience  

• To reduce flooding risks, explore options to reduce surge flows down the creek, including wetland 

detention systems in its upper reaches 

• The Master Plan is supportive of any plans to naturalise or partially naturalise Bungambrawatha 

Creek, but acknowledges the technical and financial complexities of such a project 

 

Action 7: Reduce the impact of the culvert on the Botanic Gardens 

• Increase screening planting within the Gardens to reduce or remove the visual impact of the culvert 

• Replace the fence in line with Action 20 to provide a more solid and elegant structure 
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5.7. Dean Street and the Pocket Parks 

   
   

   
Figure 45: Design precedents for the Pocket Parks 
Source: various21 

 

Design Intent 

The interface between the Albury Botanic Gardens and Dean Street is complex, with the current failing Elm 

Avenue, concreted Bungambrawatha Creek, roadway, foot path and car parking all competing for space in 

the one narrow area. The current entrances to the Gardens from this area are poor and during community 

consultation people said they felt unsafe trying to navigate existing road crossings from surrounding streets. 

Meanwhile, there is a strong desire from AlburyCity to increase connections between the CBD and Murray 

River for both pedestrians and bicycles, with Dean Street being a critical carriageway. The lack of car parking 

around the Gardens has also been identified as a major problem. The Master Plan provides an ambitious 

proposal to deal with all these issues in an integrated way. 

 

A frequent request from the consultation process was for more places to eat in the Gardens and for better 

and safer entrances. In the past, proposals have been explored to improve the presentation of 

Bungambrawatha Creek and better connect the Botanic Gardens to Dean Street and the CBD. The Master 

Plan proposal takes these preliminary ideas and develops them into a series of three new roof garden 

“pocket parks” which will provide comfortable, plant focused picnic spaces on the Gardens’ perimeter. These 

will help to beautify the otherwise jarring interface with the creek and add exciting new spaces for visitors to 

enjoy.  

 

A new, dedicated pedestrian and bike trail will be considered along the northern side of the culvert along 

Dean Street.  This will create a dedicated off-road bicycle route all the way from the Dean Street / Wodonga 

Place corner to the Murray River. This new bike trail allows the creation of new angled parking bays along 

Dean Street, considerably increasing the amount of parking around the Gardens. New street tree planting 
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would be included in line with Action 15 and will be critical for providing shade. Eventually, the hope is that 

Bungambrawatha Creek itself is naturalised in line with plans for the wider creek alignment (Section 5.5).  

 

Two new entrances are to be established crossing the creek and providing stronger links to the Monument 

Hill Annex. One of these replaces the narrow pedestrian bridge at the western end of Dean Street and the 

second provides a new physical connection to Monument Hill. Each of these entries arrive via one of the new 

roof garden Pocket Parks.  

 

The aim of each of the entrances is to provide a mix of informal seating, picnic areas, bike racks and other 

furniture, surrounded by beautiful planting. It will be important for each of these spaces that they are 

developed as true “roof gardens” built over a solid structure that are still rich, vibrant and full of life. This 

increases Albury Botanic Gardens horticultural and botanical standing through innovative horticulture, 

provides a roof garden demonstration space, allows picnic facilities which are not appropriate in the historic 

formal gardens and reflects the botanical riches of the Gardens beyond their gates. This planting is a critical 

part of each Pocket Park’s design. They will be different to the innovative deck areas of the Albury Riverside 

Precinct, as they are designed to be interactive public spaces with planting being central to the design.  

 

The first Pocket Park is to be at the corner of Dean Street and Wodonga Place – replacing the ugly balustrade 

at this prominent entrance. The heritage Elm on the corner (Ulmus procera) is at the end of its life and should 

be replaced with another iconic feature tree (preferably botanically interesting) when the time comes for its 

replacement. The Pocket Park at this entrance includes the entrance to the Dean Street bike trail and 

includes a picnic table, seats, bike rack and viewing deck over the naturalised Bungambrawatha Creek (see 

Section 5.5), providing a place for interpretation on storm water management and the history of the creek. 

Elegant, colourful planting would surround the space.  

 

The second Pocket Park is at the western end of Dean Street, with a new entrance opposite the proposed 

Rest House. This park is the largest of the three and includes more picnic facilities and a small Kiosk / coffee 

cart facility. This will be accessible from the Gardens and the bike trail and is in response to community 

demand for such a facility in the Gardens. Colourful, low-level planting will surround the space and screen 

views to Bungambrawatha Creek. 

 

The final Pocket Park will connect from the Fern Walk to the Monument Hill Annex. This will be smaller than 

the other two, with simple seating surrounded by planting. The entrance through this space is also the main 

maintenance vehicle route for Gardens staff and the bridge would be designed to allow vehicle access out of 

the Gardens at this point. 

 

The new bike trail could continue past the last Pocket Park, along Thurgoona Place, where it will connect 

with the proposed x-bridge and the Murray River, including more viewing decks and picnic spaces along the 

naturalised Bungambrawatha Creek.  

 

Actions 

Action 8: Develop the new Pocket Parks along Dean Street 

• Starting with the space at the western end of Dean Street, develop each of the three Pocket Parks 

• Parks to act as roof gardens, being heavily planted to provide a fitting Gardens entrance and screen 

views of Bungambrawatha Creek 
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5.8. Agathis Deck 

   
   

   
Figure 46: Design precedents for the Agathis Deck 
Source: Various22  

 

Design Intent 

The Queensland Kauri (Agathis robusta) outside the Curator’s Cottage is the tallest tree in the Gardens and 

an outstanding example of the species. Arborist reports have recommended that the pathway around the 

tree be decked to reduce compaction and improve the trees’ health. Meanwhile, the garden bed around the 

tree struggles due to people entering the bed to touch the trunk of this magnificent specimen. This provides 

the opportunity to develop a new deck area and gathering space around the tree, with stepped levels that 

protect the tree and allow people to get close enough to touch the trunk and admire its size and beauty. 

 

Actions 

Action 9: Construct a new raised deck around the Queensland Kauri 

• Design the deck to take in the surrounding pathways. Deck should enter pathways at grade to keep 

the area fully accessible (this may require that surrounding pathways be raised slightly) 

• Replace the garden immediately around the tree with a raised, central deck area, including seats 

• Design of the deck should be entirely above grade, with footings engineered to prevent any damage 

to tree roots. Deck may be either timber or steel finished. 
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5.9. Rose Garden 

   
   
Figure 47: Design precedents for the Rose Garden 
Source: apl, right Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 

 

Design Intent 

The Rose Garden is one of the iconic features of the 1906 Fellowes plan of the site and the 2001 

redevelopment sponsored by the Friends of Albury Botanic Gardens recreates some of Fellowes iconic 

shapes, albeit edited to meet the current design of the site. The new Rose Garden is eye catching and 

effective, but older infrastructure lacks scale, especially given the openness of the southern part of the 

Gardens and compete unfavourably with the Rotunda. The straight lines of the older path are also jarring 

amidst the elegant curves of the Gardens’ gardenesque path system. Recent works to reshape surrounding 

Garden beds have helped enclose the space and it is proposed to continue this work and continue the 

renovation of the Rose Garden. 

 

The 2001 garden beds are to be retained and the path curved slightly at either end, so it sits more gently in 

the landscape. New, organic gardens are to be provided at either end and around the central garden bed, 

which will be redeveloped into an ornamental lily / lotus pond. Two more of Fellowes’ elaborate rose motif 

beds will be added at the northern end to anchor the space in the landscape. It is proposed that all the beds 

contain roses, although these can be mixed with low level herbs and perennial plants for year-round interest. 

Elegant, artist designed mild steel rose trellises will be used for climbers and seats will be provided to allow 

people to stop and enjoy the fully rejuvenated Rose Garden.  

 

Actions 

Action 10: Continue the renovation of the Rose Garden 

• Work with a landscape architect to develop detailed designs and costings for the continuation of 

the Rose Garden 

• Consider working with a local artist on the development of the rose climbing frames 

• Include the Friends in the planning and implementation of the project  
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5.10. Rotunda 

   
   
Figure 48: Design precedents for the Rotunda 

 

Design Intent 

The Gardens’ Rotunda dates from 1890 and has changed form over time. The current structure acts as a 

quintessential picturesque folly, an elevated architectural focal point which draws your eye across the 

landscape as the backdrop to elegant “pictures” as people move through the Gardens. While beautiful to 

look at, the use of the building is undefined and the surrounding landscape lacks the structure to show it off. 

While there are seats inside the Rotunda, access is poor and with a single entrance there can be a sense of 

anticlimax once you have entered the building. It is proposed to retain the Rotunda largely in its current form, 

making subtle changes so it is more useable and sits more comfortably in the landscape. 

 

A new entrance is to be added facing the main Wodonga Place entrance, encouraging more use. Paths are 

not to be provided as they will break up the picturesque lawns, with light steppers to be used instead (see 

Figure 48). The garden beds around the Rotunda and surrounding lawn are to be reshaped to be more 

sympathetic to the picturesque / gardenesque design of the Gardens, with new sensory plantings added. 

Meanwhile the steps into the Rotunda are to be altered to be at an easier grade, with building code 

compliant handrails. While this will not make the structure wheelchair accessible, it will make access easier 

for people who have restricted movement yet are still ambulatory. The addition of a wheelchair ramp was 

explored and found to be inappropriate in the heritage setting due to its required length and location. The 

new Elm Avenue Rest House is proposed as a fully accessible alternative (see Section 5.4).  

 

The use of the heritage Rotunda will continue to be primarily passive, however, it will also be developed as a 

“band stand” stage area. An aim of the Master Plan is to reduce the impact of events on the Gardens’ fabric, 

and a new venue for small scale events is to be established on the lawn beside the Rotunda, reducing 

pressure on Performance Lawn (see also Section 6.11). Subject to heritage review, it is recommended that a 

small raised “stage” be constructed in the centre of the Rotunda to increase views into and out of the 

structure. This can be at a height which acts as a seat for every-day use whilst elevating performers during 

events. Three phase power should also be provided.  

 

As part of the heritage review for the new entrance and works it is recommended that the structure be 

assessed as a whole, with non-heritage items removed / modified and any necessary conservation works 

undertaken. 
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Actions 

Action 11: Upgrade the Rotunda and the surrounding landscape 

• Improve access by adding a new entrance on the north-western side of the Rotunda and rebuilding 

the rear steps to be more accessible, including a handrail. Add stone steppers in the lawn at both 

entrances to reduce wear. 

• Consider adding a small central area as a raised “stage” inside the Rotunda 

• Undertake any necessary conservation works 

• Reshape the surrounding garden beds to better reflect the picturesque landscape design 

• Working with the Albury Botanic Gardens horticulture team, develop the surrounding area as a 

sensory garden 

• Works to the Rotunda structure should be overseen by a heritage architect 

  

5.11. Fern Walk 

   
   
Figure 49: Design precedents for the Fern Walk 

 

Design Intent 

For many years the Albury Botanic Gardens had a fern walk in the vicinity of the Children’s Garden. 

Community consultation indicated a desire for a new fernery, a common feature in 19th century botanic 

gardens. Indeed, at the start of the 20th century Albury still had a fernery structure in the centre of the 

Gardens. The community desire for a fernery appears to stem from a desire for the coolness, wonder and 

tranquillity they provide. The Master Plan proposes establishing a new Fern Walk along the Gardens’ 

western boundary. This area has been chosen because it would benefit from more cooling and the current 

character of the area is green, structural foliage plants. Garden beds to the west are to be widened to provide 

increased screening to Bungambrawatha Creek, giving the depth needed to provide a protected space for 

the ferns. While this area can become hot at times, carefully selected tree ferns and other screening plants 

can provide shelter for more sensitive species. Misting irrigation should also be used, as much to cool the 

space for the public, as to provide water for the ferns (see also Section 6.9). 

 

Actions 

Action 12: Develop a Fern Walk along the Garden’s western boundary  

• Realign pathways to improve maintenance access and create larger garden beds along the 

boundary 

• Ferns should be selected for their climate suitability, with species such as Rough Tree Ferns (Cyathea 

australis) and Australian rainforest plants being used to create a protected microclimate 

  



 

page 50 Albury Botanic Gardens Master Plan 2022 – 2042 (DRAFT COUNCILLOR REVIEW 14.03.22) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 50: Hydrangeas and Historic  Drinking Fountain 2021 
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6. Management of Albury Botanic Gardens 
 

The following chapter discusses issues which affect the Albury Botanic Gardens as a whole, rather than the 

individual design projects discussed above. This provides solutions for a range of concerns from all of site 

infrastructure, such as paths and irrigation, to management as a botanic garden, events, staffing and the 

role of the Friends. 

 

6.1. Circulation, Pathways and Entrances 

 

 
Figure 51: Artist’s impression of new planting at the Wodonga Place main entrance 

 

Discussion  

Albury Botanic Gardens has an excellent path system and generally strong circulation and access. The 

gardenesque style path system provides good access to most parts of the Gardens, with only a small number 

of areas being poorly connected. Pathway materials are also generally suitable, providing good accessibility 

and being historically appropriate, although there are some issues with washout of the granitic gravel 

(“buckshot”) paths in low lying areas (see Section 6.12). There are also a small number of areas where the 

gravel path system is leading to undue compaction around heritage trees. 

 

Entrances into the Gardens are plentiful on the southern and eastern sides, although the closed gate on the 

corner of Wodonga Place and Smollett Street presents a somewhat uninviting introduction to the Gardens 

on the main route into Albury from Wodonga and Melbourne. While circulation around the Gardens is good, 

there can be some problems in people finding their way around the Gardens from the CBD to the Murray. 

This has been identified as an issue in the Murray River Experience plans and improving wayfinding into, 

through and around the Gardens needs to be addressed.  

 

On the northern and western sides access is limited, disrupted by the redirected Bungambrawatha Creek. 

Community and stakeholder consultation (as well as site analysis) also identified issues with accessing the 

Gardens from the surrounding streets, with concerns about lack of parking and difficulties in safely crossing 

the roads. This is most apparent on Smollett Street, which has blind views from the bridge and a Gardens’ 



 

page 52 Albury Botanic Gardens Master Plan 2022 – 2042 (DRAFT COUNCILLOR REVIEW 14.03.22) 

pedestrian entrance directly opposite the oval vehicle entrance. This means there is no logical way to safely 

cross the road from the Swimming Pool and Murray River. 

 

Actions 

Action 13: Provide additional entrances to the Albury Botanic Gardens and upgrade existing entrances  

• Reopen the entrance on the corner of 

Wodonga Place and Smollett Street 

once the Bunya Pine requires 

removal 

• Improve the entrance from the 

western end of Dean Street by 

developing a “roof garden” Pocket 

Park, replacing the awkward bridge 

• Provide a new entrance connecting 

the Gardens to Monument Hill  

• Provide a major new entrance across 

Smollett Street as part of the Murray 

River Experience 

 

Action 14: Improve wayfinding and movement through the Gardens 

• Provide a dedicated exposed aggregate, brick edged concrete path through the centre of the 

Gardens, passing Performance Lawn, the Cottage and Children’s Garden and connecting the Dean 

Street / Wodonga Place entrance with the Smollett Street entrance to the Murray River  

• Connect the pathway through the Camellia Garden to Elm Avenue 

• Provide a new pathway from the Elm Avenue to near the sun dial 

• Provide new decked board walks around the Agathis and Bunya Pine (and where required 

elsewhere) to reduce conflict between trees and pathways 

 

Action 15: Upgrade the presentation of all entrances, reflecting the Botanic Gardens in the surrounding 

streets 

• Provide high quality, decorative planting displays at all gardens entrances. For existing entrances 

this will involve replacing part of the brick work with garden beds 

• Redesign the streetscape planting along Wodonga Place and Smollett Street, including the 

roundabout, to provide botanically rich decorative planting which reflects the botanic gardens 

• Provide additional planting to surrounding streets, including botanically interesting street trees and 

decorative underplanting, as per the Master Plan drawing 

• Strategically place planting to highlight entrances and prevent pedestrians crossing the road in 

undesirable locations 

• Continue the use of red brick paving at new entrances to define pedestrian zones 

 

Action 16: Improve the safety of road crossings 

• Working with a traffic engineer, explore options to redesign and consolidate crossing points to 

create a series of safe crossing places in logical locations for Gardens entrances. This should be 

guided by the Master Plan drawing, but based on traffic engineer advice 

• Where possible provide formal pedestrian crossings (lights or zebra crossings), especially at the two 

main entrances (Smollett Street from the Murray River Experience and the Dean Street / Wodonga 

Place corner) 

Figure 52: Provide decorative planting outside all entrance gates, like this 
planting at Ballarat Botanical Gardens 
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• Provide barrier planting and low-level fences (under 600mm) to reduce pedestrian cut throughs to 

unsafe road crossings. This should be guided by the Master Plan drawing, but based on traffic 

engineer advice 

 

6.2. Accessibility 

Discussion 

Making the Gardens more accessible and inviting is an important focus for the Master Plan. The solid, well 

connected path system and flat nature of the site means it is generally compliant with Disability 

Discrimination Act design principles, but more can still be done to make the Gardens accessible to everyone. 

As well as wheelchair users, this also needs to consider people with reduced or altered sensory perception 

(e.g. vision impaired, people with anxiety, Autism spectrum), older visitors and those with reduced stamina 

and balance, as well as for general users of the site. With the combination of future tree losses and climate 

change, heat management will be particularly important, with the Gardens being an important cool space 

during summer. 

 

Existing lay back kerbs allow wheelchair and 

pram access to lawn areas from the paths, but 

more are needed. Additional accessible seats 

(with backs and arm rests) should be provided, 

especially in shaded areas and near entrances, to 

allow people to sit while waiting for vehicle pick 

up or drop off. Accessible drinking fountains are 

also required and need to sit subtly in the 

heritage landscape, with appropriate colour and 

scale (see Figure 68, page 73).   

 

A repeated request through community 

consultation was for picnic tables to provide a 

comfortable spot to eat for people with reduced mobility, especially older residents. Adding tables to the 

heritage core would change the character and wouldn’t be appropriate, so a solution has been found which 

provides accessible tables around the Gardens’ edges.  

 

Actions 

Action 17: Improve access for all to and within the Albury Botanic Gardens  

• Working with a traffic engineer, explore options to increase the number of accessible parking bays 

at Gardens entrances 

• Consider providing seniors and parents with prams parking at the main entrance, on Smollett Street 

and near the main “roof garden” Pocket Park 

• Provide at least two lay back kerbs to access each lawn area 

• Increase the number of accessible (back and arm rest) seats along pathways, taking care to place 

them where they will not block view lines (e.g. against garden beds) 

• Continue to provide accessible seating in shaded areas 

• Provide accessible seats at all entrances to provide safe, shaded and comfortable places for people 

to wait  

Figure 53: Seats with backs and arms in shaded places make the Gardens 
more accessible  
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• Provide new low profile accessible drinking fountains with bottle refill stations in key locations, 

especially near the Children’s Garden, Dean Street Pocket Park and Community Hub 

• Provide accessible picnic tables as part of the “roof garden” Pocket Parks 

• Make the new Rest House fully accessible 

• Replace the steps on the existing Rotunda to make it more accessible (see Section 5.10) 

 

Action 18: Maintain the Gardens as a place of quiet respite 

• Ensure the Gardens are well screened from the surrounding streets and that seats in quiet spaces 

are retained to provide areas of tranquillity and respite 

• Actively develop and implement a Tree Replacement Strategy to maintain shade 

• Consider the important role of irrigation in site cooling as part of irrigation programming (see 

Section 6.9) 

 

 
Figure 54: Visitors enjoying  Albury Botanic Gardens 
Source: AlburyCity 

 

6.3. Boundaries and Fences 

Discussion 

As discussed in Section 4.1, the Albury Botanic 

Gardens’ boundaries are perhaps its weakest 

feature. While the new fence along Wodonga 

Place and Smollett Street greatly improves the 

presentation of the Gardens, the reduction in 

garden bed screening means the surrounding 

streets intrude unduly on the quiet character of 

the Gardens. The large concrete culvert from 

the redirected Bungambrawatha Creek visually 

intrudes on the northern and western 

boundaries, and the unsightly and occasionally 

unstable, cyclone fencing is still be replaced.  

 

Figure 55: The fencing around Bungambrawatha Creek should be 
replaced 
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Actions 

Action 19: Reinstate screening planting around the Gardens 

• Increase screening planting within all boundary garden beds to increase the sense of enclosure and 

reduce the impact of the surrounding streets 

• In line with the Master Plan drawing, increase the width of the garden beds along the western 

boundary with Bungambrawatha Creek to provide more enclosure  

• Provide small views into the Gardens from Wodonga Place and Smollett Street by strategically 

having gaps in the boundary planting. These should only be where they will provide framed vistas 

and do not impact on the sense of enclosure from within the Gardens 

 

Action 20: Replace the fencing around Bungambrawatha Creek  

• Replace the existing cyclone fencing with steel fencing to match the rest of the new Gardens’ 

fencing. Ensure fencing is fully engineered and provides a safe, serviceable barrier to prevent access 

to the culvert. New safety fencing will be required whether the naturalising of the creek occurs or 

not 

 

6.4. Public Transport and Parking 

Discussion 

Access to car parking around the Albury Botanic Gardens emerged as a major issue during community and 

stakeholder consultation. This is not an unusual challenge, especially in regional areas such as Albury where 

people are reliant on cars. The Gardens sit on the western edge of the CBD and are therefore included in the 

AlburyCity CBD Parking Strategy 2020-2025. However, the biggest issue facing the Gardens is their relatively 

small size and popularity, which together with the location of Bungambrawatha Creek means options for 

parking near the Gardens are limited. Further stress is placed on the available parking by the Gardens’ 

position at the edge of the CBD and the all-day parking limits that make the spaces attractive to local 

workers and users of the Medical Centre. Lack of parking is particularly felt during Gardens’ events. 

 

The Parking Strategy notes the Garden’s southern boundary ‘all-day’ parking as having 76-85% occupancy, 

whilst the eastern boundary ‘2-hour’ parking being in the top percentile of 86-100% occupancy, likely due to 

its proximity to the Medical Centre on Wodonga Place. The Garden’s northern boundary also offers ‘all-day’ 

parking, projected at being occupied at 51-75%, highlighting the extent of the parking pressure on the 

Gardens.23 Proposed construction of multi-deck car parks within the CBD could alleviate the parking strain 

around the Gardens, however, a recommendation for commuters to park on the edges of the CBD and walk 

‘two-blocks’ to work could possibly place more pressure on the area, particularly in the areas of ‘all-day’ 

parking.   

 

Another issue facing the Gardens is the poor road connection and lack of safe places to cross the surrounding 

roads. This is particularly felt across Smollett Street (especially near the bridge) and at the corner of 

Thurgoona Place and Dean Street. Numerous pedestrian crossings are provided across Wodonga Place. 

Access from the north and west is further hampered by Bungambrawatha Creek.  The Botanic Gardens sit 

on a number of bus routes, but all public buses pass the Gardens and do not stop close by.  

 

There is a greater desire to connect the CBD to the Murray River, a plan detailed in the Murray River 

Experience and other Council plans. Bicycle access and dog walking both emerged as a point of interest 

during the Master Plan process. Neither are allowed in the Gardens and the decision was made through the 

Master Plan process to continue this prohibition. Regarding bicycles, this was seen as a safety issue – with 
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the Gardens being a place of tranquil respite where high speed bike riding poses a danger to pedestrians. For 

dogs the issue related to clean up, with difficulties ensuring owners picked up after their animals being a 

safety issue for staff.  It was also seen as a potential conflict with the quiet use of the space, especially around 

the children’s garden. For both dog walkers and bike riders a safe, pleasant alternative route is required 

around the Gardens to join the CBD to the River.  

 

 
Figure 56: Parking around the Gardens is insufficient for peak periods 

 

Actions 

Action 21: Investigate providing bus stops near the Gardens 

• Working with the local bus companies, explore options for adding stops at the Albury Botanic 

Gardens for the bus routes that pass the Gardens  

 

Action 22: Encourage the use of Bicycles to access the Gardens 

• Connect the Albury Botanic Gardens to the Bungambrawatha Creek Bike Trail in line with the 

Master Plan drawing 

• Provide bicycle racks at Gardens entrances along the Bike Trail (see Master Plan drawing) 

 

Action 23: Ease parking congestion around the Gardens 

• Following advice from traffic engineers, consider reducing the number of all-day parking spaces 

around the Gardens, especially along Dean and Smollett Streets.  Four-hour parking would be a 

suitable length for most Gardens users 

• Improve wayfinding to and from the Oval and Swimming Pool car parking as an alternative option 

for all-day users of the Gardens 

• Provide a new tour bus drop off point on Smollett Street in connection with the Botanic Garden 

Community Hub and review the design of the bus parking on Wodonga Place 

• See also Action 43 for management of parking during peak periods 

 

Action 24: Provide additional carparking around the Gardens  

• Consider options to redesign Dean Street to provide more parking and a dual pedestrian bike path 

by partially covering the culvert 

• Mark parallel parking spaces on Dean Street and the northern end of Thurgoona Street  

• With the removal of the pedestrian crossing, provide additional parking at the southern end of 

Wodonga Place 

• Redesign car parking along Smollett Street to increase the number of spaces and provide 

botanically interesting street trees 

• To support tourism, provide long vehicle parking (caravan / boat) in appropriate locations on 

Smollett Street and Dean Street in line with the Master Plan drawing 
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6.5. Landscape Character 

Discussion 

The beauty and landscape character of the Albury Botanic Gardens is one of the most important 

contributors to its popularity. As for any garden, this is also vulnerable to change, from climate, changing 

fashions, inappropriate projects or simply the ravages of time. Albury is fortunate to have been cared for 

sympathetically by its curators from establishment to this day. This has meant the landscape has been 

protected and enhanced by each generation. The design and character of the Albury Botanic Gardens is 

discussed in detail in Section 4.1. It is important that all future projects respect this character and sit 

sympathetically in the heritage landscape.  

 

As discussed in Section 4.1, the relationship between the paths, garden beds and lawns is crucial. The 

majority of these relationships are working well, however, in a few places garden bed edges have become 

overly simplified – or were never developed into true picturesque shapes in the first place. Garden bed and / 

or lawn creep has also resulted in small sections where lawn is difficult to maintain. Simple changes to garden 

bed shapes can address these problems and enhance the picturesque beauty of the place. 

 

Pathways are generally working well, the exception being where they conflict with tree roots or are 

disconnected. In some places minor modifications are also needed to improve access for maintenance and 

service vehicles, and if done sensitively these can occur without impacting on the heritage value of the place.  

 

 
Figure 57: Albury Botanic Gardens, 2021 

 

The most care is needed in regard to tree planting and placement of built form. The artfully contrived 

landscape, with its open void lawns and specimen trees can easily devolve into a closed arboretum if too 

much tree planting occurs. Conversely, failure to plan for tree losses can result in an open canopy and harsh 

site. As a picturesque landscape, built form, including art works and service infrastructure, needs to be 

approached with care. All built elements need to nestle into the landscape or act as picturesque follies. Art in 
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particular needs to be approached with caution. Many heritage gardens have become repositories for public 

art and in a picturesque landscape such as Albury, care needs to be taken to avoid cluttering the landscape 

with competing focal points.  

 

Actions 

Action 25: Maintain the picturesque / gardenesque character of the Albury Botanic Gardens  

• Maintain the character of the Albury Botanic Gardens as discussed in section 4.1  

• Maintain the Albury Botanic Gardens as a green oasis in the city and increase the sense of enclosure 

by reinstating boundary plantings 

• Maintain the overall character as a series of shapely lawn voids framed by botanically rich garden 

beds  

• In line with the Master Plan drawing, subtly reshape garden beds into more picturesque shapes and 

to remove awkward sections of lawn 

• Undertake any new tree plantings judiciously, taking care not to create dense arboretum style 

plantings and maintain the gardenesque effect of specimen trees in lawns 

• Avoid new structures and artworks within the Gardens other than as specified in this Master Plan. 

Structures and art must be subtly placed, acting as picturesque follies that draw your eye across the 

landscape (e.g. the current Rotunda) 

 

6.6. Role as a Botanic Garden: Plant Collections, Landscape Succession and Tree 

Replacement 

Discussion  

Albury Botanic Gardens contains a fine collection of plants, with strong botanical interest, especially in the 

tree canopy. The Gardens are well respected both locally and within the wider botanic gardens’ community, 

and are often identified as one of southern Australia’s finest regional botanic gardens. Botanic gardens can 

often struggle to differentiate themselves from public parks and Albury does suffer from this to some 

degree, however, management and the Friends clearly recognise and encourage the Gardens’ role as a 

botanic garden. 

 

The difference between a botanic garden and a 

public park comes down to the plant collections and 

their original purpose. While Botanic Gardens are 

places for recreation and enjoyment, they are also 

repositories for plant collections, playing an 

important role in plant conservation, education and 

display. This requires careful curation and just as a 

gallery is more than just a collection of pretty 

paintings, so a botanic garden is more than just a 

collection of beautiful plants. 

 

The history of botanic gardens in Australia is a 

fascinating one (see Section 3), and in many cases a 

regional town’s preeminent public park is its botanic 

gardens, including Castlemaine, Kyneton, Ballarat, 

Benalla, Orange and Albury. Commonly agreed 

criteria of “defining characteristics” for botanic 

gardens are based on those provided in the Botanic Gardens Conservation Strategy 1989 (see Table 1) and 

“Defining characteristics” for Botanic Gardens 

A reasonable degree of permanence 

An underlying scientific basis for the collections 

Proper documentation of the collections, including 

wild origin 

Monitoring of the plants in the collections 

Adequate labelling of the plants 

Open to the public 

Communication of information to other gardens, 

institutions and the public 

Exchange of seed or other materials with other 

botanic gardens, arboreta or research institutions 

Undertaking of scientific or technical research on 

plants in the collections 

Maintenance of research programs in plant taxonomy 

in associated herbaria. 

Table 1: List of criteria that may be met in part or whole by any 
institution that is considered to be a botanic garden 
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while useful in defining a botanic garden, are somewhat problematic in the Australian context, where 

botanic gardens have their own unique culture and history, somewhat independent of the more formal 

scientific purpose of the world’s great botanic gardens.  

 

What comes through in all definitions of botanic gardens though is the importance of plant collections, and 

the botanic gardens’ role in providing a place of respite and enjoyment for the public while fostering an 

interest in and knowledge of plants. Increasingly, Australia’s regional botanic gardens are recognising their 

capacity to do more than this, with greater emphasis on documented, carefully curated plant collections – 

moving away from the 20th century notion of botanic gardens as merely high-end public parks.  

 

It is this area that Albury Botanic Gardens is ideally placed 

to capitalise on, with their existing collections and quality 

of the landscape, they are ready to take the next step in 

embracing their scientific role as a botanic garden. This 

would involve a more scientific approach to the 

development and curation of the collections, with an 

increased focus on plant conservation and research. While 

the tree canopy in Albury Botanic Gardens is particularly 

fine, the diversity and botanical richness of the shrub layer 

could be improved. There is the appetite from 

management and the Friends at Albury Botanic Gardens 

to do this work, and support available from Royal Botanic 

Gardens Victoria, Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney and 

Botanic Gardens Australian New Zealand (BGANZ). 

Recent work by the Albury Botanic Gardens in 

conservation efforts for the Crimson Spider Orchid 

demonstrate the role the Garden can play in plant 

conservation.  

 

There is considerable community interest in displaying more Australian and locally indigenous plants. While 

Albury has many Australian plants in its collections, they are not iconically Australian (e.g. Doryanthes rather 

than Grevillea) and a number are located in the disconnected Australian Garden. It is desirable that the 

Gardens both work to increase the number of native species in their collections and better interpret the 

native and indigenous species they currently display.  

 

Arguably, the biggest issue facing botanic gardens in 2022 is how they manage their ageing landscapes and 

the risks associated with an over-mature tree canopy, increased public use and climate change. A botanic 

garden’s character inevitably hinges on its plant collections – especially its tree canopy – and as living 

elements these have a finite life and are highly susceptible to change. The current demise of the Albury 

Botanic Garden’s iconic Bunya Pine is an example of how sensitive these landscapes are to change.  

 

The term Landscape Succession refers to how these pressures are managed and how the landscape 

character can be preserved while the living landscape (the plant collections) is slowly transitioned to include 

species which are better suited to the climate and long-term use of the place. The work by Peter Symes for 

the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, and in particular the ground-breaking Landscape Succession Strategy, 

has increased the industry profile of landscape succession work and provides an outstanding template for 

what can be done to protect heritage gardens. 

 

Figure 58: Living Collections at Sale Botanic Gardens 
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The main impetus behind Landscape Succession planning is responding to the impact of climate change on 

the landscape, with the aim being to assess the long-term climate suitability of a garden’s current plantings 

and slowly replacing those that aren’t suitable with plants with better long-term climate suitability. This 

starts with an analysis of the current and future climate and a comparison against the existing plantings.  It 

also considers the aesthetic characteristics of the plantings and character of the site, the aim being to replace 

plants with the same look and feel as the current garden, but with better heat and drought tolerance. For 

example, Elms (Ulmus sp.) are already suffering in the current climate (especially drought), whereas 

Ginkgoes (Ginkgo biloba) which are also large, winter deciduous exotic trees, are more tolerant of hot, dry 

weather.  

 

The implementation of the Landscape Succession Plan does not require that existing, climate vulnerable 

plantings are necessarily removed – but it instead looks to making future plantings more climate appropriate 

while maintaining the character of the place. For example, areas requiring dense, evergreen screening plants 

may be planted with sub-tropical NSW rainforest species, rather than exotic Viburnums and Azaleas. This 

means that new plant lists should be assessed for their capacity to cope with Albury’s potential future 

climate, with plants which suffer from heat or drought stress being avoided.  

 

 
Figure 59: Climate resilient planting at the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne 

 

An added pressure on botanic gardens, particularly heritage gardens, is the ageing tree population and the 

increased risk of tree failure. Many of Australia’s botanic gardens experienced a significant burst of activity 

around the 1880s-1910s, with Albury being no exception. The tree species popular at this time, including 

Oaks, Elms and long-lived Pines, are being found to have a life expectancy of around 12o years in this climate, 

leading to the recent failure of many iconic trees and the projected failure of many more. The risk these trees 

pose to the public and property can be managed through a combination of regular arboricultural inspections, 

maintenance work, and in some cases creation of exclusions zones (e.g. replacing lawn beneath trees with 

garden beds). However, if the character and botanical significance of many historic landscapes is to be 

preserved, a proactive Tree Strategy and replacement program is required.  
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The common approach of having an ideal 

tree age mix of 20% semi-mature, 60% 

mature and 20% over-mature, 

recommended in municipal tree planting 

schemes, is not appropriate for a botanic 

garden. Much of the character of Albury 

Botanic Gardens comes from its mature 

tree canopy and the Gardens are well 

positioned to maintain a high percentage 

of over-mature trees and dedicate the 

additional resources required to their 

care. This being said, at times difficult 

decisions will need to be made, especially 

for trees like the Elm Avenue, which are 

in poor condition and climate vulnerable. 

In such cases removal and replacement with more appropriate species is desirable, allowing resources to be 

targeted to other, more valuable specimens.  

 

Production of a Landscape Succession Strategy inevitably requires a good understanding of the garden’s 

plant collections and is therefore closely linked with the Living Collections Plan and the Tree Strategy. It also 

relies on a Master Plan and Conservation and Management Plan to identify the character of the site that is 

being preserved. As a regional botanic garden, albeit a well-staffed and particularly fine one, the production 

of all three documents for Albury Botanic Gardens is considered to be excessive. It is important that gardens 

do not attempt to undertake more than can be easily sustained, and therefore it is instead recommended 

that a combined Collections Management Plan be produced, which deals with all three issues in an integrated 

manner. This plan should be relatively simple, in plain English and developed in close consultation with 

Gardens’ staff to ensure it remains a workable document. 

 

Actions 

Action 26: Develop and implement a Collections Management Plan for the Albury Botanic Gardens that 

addresses plant collections, landscape succession and tree replacement 

 

Landscape Succession 

• Undertake an analysis of the current and projected future climate of Albury under a range of 

potential scenarios. This should include Mean Annual Temperature, Mean Annual Precipitation and 

Köppen-Geiger climate classificationiii 

• Undertake an analysis of the climate vulnerability of the existing plantings in the Albury Botanic 

Gardens, the aim being to identify areas of planting that are particularly susceptible to climate 

change (or which are already suffering) 

• Identify areas of the world with a climate similar to that projected for Albury, the aim being to target 

the collection of plants from these areas 

• Develop a prioritised list of climate vulnerable garden beds in the Albury Botanic Gardens to be 

gradually replanted with more climate appropriate plantings 

• Be guided by the Master Plan in determining the aesthetic characteristics required for new and 

replacement plantings 

 
iii Note: These metrics are recommended as they are being used by botanic gardens across the world to assess the 
climate suitability of their plantings, making them compatible with existing data bases 

Figure 60: Part of being a botanic garden is actively curating collections to tell a story 
and for scientific and  education purposes 
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Living Collections (Plant Collections) 

• Review the existing plant collections, what is working, what isn’t and what is of conservation and 

horticultural value 

• Work with BGANZ to review existing plant collection and conservation work in other botanic 

gardens and identify potential areas for collaboration and gaps in current collections  

• Informed by the above research, develop a list of five to six collections to target as actively curated 

plant collections at the Albury Botanic Gardens 

• Provide guidelines on sourcing, biosecurity, avoiding potential weeds, climate suitability and 

landscape suitability to guide the procurement and placement of plants 

• Provide guidelines on record keeping, mapping and labelling of plant collections 

• Potential collections identified during the Master Plan process include Proteaceae, Palms, 

Australian Rainforest Species, Camellias (depending on climate suitability), Viburnums (depending 

on climate suitability), Indigenous Flora of Albury and conservation focused collections 

 

Tree Replacement  

• Undertake a full condition, risk and climate suitability 

assessment of all trees in the Gardens including 

identifying the Useful Life Expectancy (ULE) and 

providing a climate suitability rating 

• Undertake a heritage assessment of the trees in the 

Gardens, including identifying the heritage value of 

each specimen (botanic, historic, aesthetic, social) 

• Based on this assessment, develop a staged plan for 

the removal and replacement of critical specimens, 

with removal dates broken up into 0-5, 5-10, 10-20 and 

20+ year increments 

• Identify suitable replacements for significant trees, 

including identifying where like for like (or direct 

progenyiv) is desirable, or alternatively a more climate 

suitable taxav  

• Proactively plant new specimens, including identifying 

any existing locations where new tree planting can 

occur  

• Include options for proactive removal of poorly 

performing specimens to create new locations for tree planting 

• Document a process for proactive management of ageing trees based on arboricultural best 

practice, including timing for inspections, works and approach to managing hardware (e.g. cables 

and bracing) 

Note: Great care needs to be taken in the placement of new trees, as much of the character of 

Albury Botanic Gardens depends on the careful distribution of garden beds, lawns and specimen 

trees. Care needs to be taken not to block critical views or fill lawn areas with trees. Trees should 

 
iv Care needs to be taken in using progeny of the original specimen for replacement plantings.  Propagating old trees is 
often unsuccessful, with poor strike rates and problems with the biological age of the vegetative material.  
v Like for like tree replacement is often not appropriate in botanic gardens, especially for climatically unsuitable species. 
The exception being trees of high botanical merit or outstanding individual specimens. Instead, replacement specimens 
should reflect the identified heritage values of the tree they are replacing.  

Figure 61: Tree Replacement planting is needed to 
maintain Albury Botanic Gardens' character  
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remain as individual specimens in lawns and the creation of an arboretum style garden is not 

appropriate. It is recommended that the tree planting plans be developed in consultation with 

landscape architecture and arboricultural expertise.  

 

Action 27: Implement all projects and works with due regard to sustainability best practice and 

AlburyCity policies and strategies, including Albury 2030 

• Give priority to any design factors that can make projects more sustainable, especially all-of-

lifecycle carbon footprint 

• Give preference to the use of local materials in designs 

• Undertake planting design to reduce reliance on potable water 

• Incorporate environmentally sustainable design standards into the redevelopment of the depot 

area and “roof garden” Pocket Parks 

• Protect trees during all works in accordance with AS4870 – Protection of Trees on Development Sites 

 

6.7. Management as a Heritage Place 

Discussion 

The history and heritage of the Albury Botanic Gardens is one of the items most prized by the community 

about the site. There are also legal obligations to protect the heritage values at a local government level. The 

site is an intact and very fine example of a 19th century regional botanic garden and its preservation and care 

need to be of primary consideration during in any proposed changes. One of the most important things a 

Master Plan can do is identify what is of value and importance in a site, so that necessary changes can take 

place without causing harm. In the management of a heritage site this means being guided by the 

Conservation and Management Plan (CMP) and Burra Charter. 

 

The 1998 Albury Botanic Gardens Conservation and Management Plan (John Patrick Pty Ltd) is a prime 

example of standard practice during the 1990s and 2000s for Conservation Management Plans to include a 

component of Master Planning. This meant that CMPs from this era often stepped beyond being pure 

heritage documents and addressed a wider range of issues now more typical of Master Planning. Today, 

best practice involves producing CMPs as purely technical heritage documents, with the priority being the 

identification and protection of the heritage values of the place. By contrast, Mater Plans, while guided by a 

CMP, have the greater remit to address all aspects of the place’s management and design from use to car 

parking, staffing, new projects and signage – including considering the desires of the community.  

 

The creation of a Master Plan was recommended by the Albury Development Control Plan 2010 “to guide long 

term maintenance and development and to coordinate minor works”24. This Master Plan is guided by the 

Conservation and Management Plan 1998 carried out by John Patrick Pty Ltd, as far as it relates to the 

identification and preservation of the heritage values of the place, while providing a more current approach 

to non-heritage aspects of the CMPs recommendations.  

 

As part of the same project, a separate piece of work is being undertaken to produce an addendum to the 

CMP that addresses the last 23 years of history and provides policy recommendations on areas not 

sufficiently covered in the first document, such as events, living collections and climate change, and new 

projects such as the Children’s Garden, Rose Garden and boundary fence. 

 

In addition to this post-colonial heritage, there is a need to recognise the connections to the place of the 

Wiradjuri Traditional Custodians. Currently, this is not well understood and there is a need to work with the 
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Traditional Custodians to understand these better, working with them in the development of future projects 

and educational opportunities.  

 

Actions 

Action 28: Work with the Wiradjuri Traditional Custodians to understand their connections to the place 

and opportunities for collaboration  

• Undertake such work as part of a broader project for the wider area, with a scope determined in 

consultation with the Traditional Custodians. All work which references Aboriginal connections to 

the site must be developed directly by or in strong consultation with Traditional Custodians and with 

their permission 

• Explore opportunities to collaborate with the Wiradjuri people in the development of future 

projects, especially the Botanic Gardens Community Hub and the Murray River Collection 

• Explore opportunities to collaborate with the Wiradjuri people on interpretation and education  

• Work with the Traditional Custodians to include Aboriginal plant names on plant labels 

• Consider developing a collection of plants of importance to the Wiradjuri people 

 

Action 29: Manage the site in accordance with recommendations made in the Albury Botanic Gardens 

Conservation and Management Plan 1998 (John Patrick Pty Ltd) and the 2022 addenda (andrea proctor 

landscapes) 

• Manage the site in accordance with the identified heritage values in the CMP and in line with the 

policy recommendations where they relate to the heritage values of the place (note: Master 

Planning aspects of the 1998 CMP are superseded by this document) 

• Manage the site in accordance with processes laid out in the Burra Charter 

 

Action 30: Retain the Gardens’ historic monuments 

• Retain the Hume Monument, Melpomene 

Statue, Sun Dial and Drinking Fountain and 

manage in accordance with the CMP and 

professional conservation advice 

• Remove the wishing well as part of the Elm 

Avenue replacement. Work with Rotary to 

identify an alternative way to acknowledge 

them within the Gardens, preferably through 

one of the features planned in the Master Plan  

 

Action 31: Implement all Local and State planning requirements 

• Manage the site in accordance with all Local and State level planning requirements 

• Give consideration to expanding the footprint of the Local Environmental Plan to include the 

surrounding setting of the Albury Botanic Gardens, as changes can impact on the heritage values of 

the place (requires formal heritage assessment and advice)vi 

• Give consideration to nominating the site for inclusion on the New South Wales State heritage 

register 

 
vi As evidenced by the damage caused by the lining of Bungambrawatha Creek in the 1970s  

Figure 62: The historic Hume Monument 
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Action 32: Use the heritage values of the place to pursue funding and promotional opportunities 

• Proactively seek out heritage related funding and promotional opportunities  

• Proactively use the Gardens’ history as a means of promoting the site for Garden tourism 

 

6.8. Planting Design 

   
   

   
Figure 63: Examples of good planting design in various styles 

 

Discussion 

It is important that planting design within the Albury Botanic Gardens reflects the botanical character and 

high maintenance standards of the place and is carried out with consideration for horticultural suitability and 

botanical richness.  Planting within the Botanic Gardens should be aesthetically pleasing, with consideration 

being given to texture, form and colour, used in balance to create a visually interesting and pleasing effect. 

This planting should have gardenesque references to the 19th century origins of the Gardens, in particular the 

sub-tropical planting style popular at the time and evident within the Botanic Gardens to this day. This being 

said, it is important that planting design still have a contemporary freshness, which references the past 

without being dictated by it.  

 

Annual displays have long held an important place in Albury Botanic Gardens. In the late 1990s and early 

2000s there was a move away from annual displays (also called bedding displays) due to the high level of 

maintenance, irrigation and chemical inputs they require and the considerable “down period” with empty 

beds between displays. As a result, many public gardens removed or greatly reduced their annual displays, 

including Albury Botanic Gardens. A balance has now been struck between the high maintenance 

requirements of bedding displays and their popularity with the community, and to a large degree those that 

remain are mostly appropriate. However, the short display period of annuals and their high irrigation 

requirements continue to cause problems and better options exist.  
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Good planting design (see Figure 63) requires a level of horticultural and design expertise and it is strongly 

recommended that a professional designer is engaged to produce planting plans, especially for key garden 

beds. In specific areas, namely the new entrances, Murray River Collection and Elm Avenue, the 

engagement of a professional designer will be critical to the success of these projects. For other projects, the 

horticultural staff of the Albury Botanic Gardens can be supported to develop the planting design 

themselves. 

 

Actions 

Action 33: Ensure that the Albury Botanic Gardens display good planting design throughout the 

Gardens and engage the services of a professional designer for planting in key locations  

• Increase botanical richness and design integrity in the shrub layer 

• Use the botanic gardens to display high quality planting displays 

• Engage professional designers for major planting design projects 

 

Action 34: Review the number of Annual Beds in line with Figure 34 

• Reduce the number of annual display beds, replacing some beds with high impact perennial 

displays that have longer display periods and less maintenance requirements 

 

     
Figure 64: A mixed perrenial and annual display at Castlemaine Botanic Gardens (left).  A creative annual display using edible plants at 
Albury Botanic Gardens (right) 

 

6.9. Irrigation and Water Management 

Discussion 

Water management within the Albury Botanic Gardens is extremely complex, with both irrigation and 

drainage problems needing to be addressed.   The complexity comes from the interconnectedness of these 

two issues. 

 

The Albury Botanic Gardens is located on an old river flat, with an extremely high-water table – in some parts 

of the Gardens (such as the ponds) being particularly close to the surface.   Lower portions of the Gardens 

near Bungambrawatha Creek have flooded in extreme rain events.   The Gardens’ current in-ground 

irrigation system is around 50 years old, and although upgrades occurred in the early 2000s it still has a 

number of inefficiencies, including lack of nuance in the zoning (leading to under and over watering), no local 

weather station, lack of sensor overrides and areas which are not included in the system.   This means staff 

spend an inordinate amount of time hand watering areas such as annual beds, while elsewhere there are 

fungal issues from too much irrigation.  

 



 

Albury Botanic Gardens Master Plan 2022 – 2042 (DRAFT COUNCILLOR REVIEW 14.03.22) page 67 

Irrigation water primarily comes from potable town water.  The Gardens have access to bore water; 

however, the water is hard and has led to problems with iron chelate build-up in the soil.  The hard water also 

blocks sprinkler heads. Albury 2030 aims to reduce the use of potable water, although it is acknowledged 

that some supplementary water will always be required to cool the site and maintain it at its current 

standards.  The impact of historical watering practices on trees (leading to shallow root development) and 

regular access to water provided by the high-water table means that the Gardens’ will never be able to wean 

their plants off supplementary water.  Put simply, the plants will always expect water as it is usually available 

through the water table. This puts the Gardens at increased risk from climate change. 

 

In recent years the important role irrigation plays in urban cooling has been recognised, especially 

considering rising urban temperatures. As a result, large public gardens are now trying to strike a balance 

between reducing water consumption and maintaining a cool landscape for the benefit of plants, animals 

and people. In some cases, this means continuing to use irrigation to provide temperature reduction 

environmental benefits.  

 

While these problems are complex, they are not insurmountable and a great deal can be done to reduce the 

Gardens’ water use by taking a more scientific approach to plant selection and water use. 

 

Actions 

Action 35: Update the Albury Botanic Gardens irrigation system 

• Commission an irrigation designer to review and redesign the entire irrigation system in the Albury 

Botanic Gardens. Special note should be taken of reducing water use, updating ageing 

infrastructure, connecting all areas of the Gardens to the system, nuanced irrigation zoning and 

implementing a sensory-based approach to water application. If a new ring main is required, then 

care should be taken to prevent conflicts with existing infrastructure 

• Review the appropriateness of continued long-term use of bore water on the Gardens and design 

the new system to accommodate any potential issues with water mineral load 

• Upgrade the system as a priority 

 

Action 36: Reduce the reliance of the Albury Botanic Gardens on Potable Water 

• Manage the living collections to reduce water requirements across the Gardens by choosing more 

drought tolerant taxa for future plantings 

• Update the irrigation system as per Action 35 

• Determine the water requirements of each bed / zone, grouping plantings with similar irrigation 

requirements to reduce water use 

• Consider the establishment of “no irrigation” beds in some areas of the Gardens 

• Consider including underground water tanks and a stormwater harvesting system as part of the 

Botanic Gardens Community Hub 

 

Action 37: Consider drainage issues in the management of the Albury Botanic Gardens 

• Develop a standard for including white cement in the crushed granite (“buckshot”) paths to reduce 

washout that clogs drains 

• Add a discharge drainage line from near the Rose Garden to Smollett Street to allow drainage lines 

to be installed in the Gardens south-east corner 

• Ensure adequate drainage is included as part of all new projects 

• Where needed, install new agricultural drains in lawn areas – care will need to be taken to prevent 

damage to tree roots 
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• Reduce irrigation to prevent unnecessary water use 

• Choose plants with consideration for the high-water table  

• Incorporate Water Sensitive Urban Design principles into new projects 

 

6.10. Education, Interpretation and Signage 

 

Discussion 

Botanic Gardens are scientific institutions, as well as much loved public recreation spaces.   Historically they 

have been places to trial new plants and for the public to seek information on plants and what grows in their 

area.   Interpretation and education are an essential part of this work.  While seeing any plants growing well 

is inspiring to the public, the ability to learn what they are and how they grow adds immeasurably. 

 

A difficulty with interpreting public gardens is the wealth of different interests’ people have.  This came out 

during community consultation with requests for more information on Traditional Custodian culture and 

plant use, indigenous and native plants, the Gardens’ history, gardening skills and sustainable practices, 

conservation work and plant identification (including plant labels) to name a few.  This limits the use of 

conventional signage, as it is impossible to cover all topics.  Signs can also overwhelm a landscape if 

overused, require maintenance and are difficult to update.   Existing map boards / signs at the Gardens 

entrances are very good and plant labels are an essential part of botanic gardens, but additional signage is 

often best avoided, or limited to a simple interpretive sign for each collection (see Figure 58, page 59).  The 

history pamphlets available at the main Wodonga Place entrance are a good replacement for interpretative 

signage.  

 

Technology has now reached the point where it can replace these problematic traditional options.  QR codes 

are now commonly used, and some gardens (such as Ballarat Botanical Gardens) have developed their own 

apps.  This allows land managers and Friends groups to provide information on a range of topics to suit 

different interests, as well as in more accessible formats such as audio tours.  Importantly, these systems can 

also be more easily updated. 

 

Signage, websites and written information is just one part of interpretation, with tours, workshops, 

education and community outreach activities all providing opportunities for people to engage with the 

Gardens and learn about plants. There is considerable appetite within the community, Council and Friends 

to increase the educational role of the Albury Botanic Gardens, and this can only add to the scientific value 

and prestige of the place.  

 

Actions 

Action 38: Provide a dedicated environmental education service based in the Albury Botanic Gardens 

• Develop a business case for a dedicated educational space as part of the Botanic Gardens 

Community Hub, similar in style to the Robert Clark Centre at the Ballarat Botanical Gardens 

• Develop a business case for the appointment of a dedicated Educational Officer based at the Albury 

Botanic Gardens to facilitate child and adult education with a focus on plant conservation, 

gardening, food security and related fields 

• Develop a kitchen garden program or similar as part of the Botanic Gardens Community Hub, 

focusing on home gardening and food security  

• Collaborate with related institutions on education and research programs, including MAMA and 

local universities (Charles Sturt and LaTrobe) 
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Action 39: Increase access to a range of educational offerings in the Gardens 

• Develop a combined Interpretation and Signage Plan to increase the educational and scientific role 

of the Albury Botanic Gardens 

• Explore options for using non-traditional media to cover gaps in Gardens interpretation (e.g. social 

media, QR code linked content, e-newsletters, “plant of the week”) 

• Limit the introduction of interpretive signage within the Albury Botanic Gardens  

• Increase the number of plant labels within the Gardens, especially for shrubs and groundcovers, 

noting that trees are often well labelled. Where appropriate including Aboriginal names and 

environmental information on plant labels.  

• Increase the breadth and range of Garden tours. These could be developed working with the 

Educational Officer and potentially conducted by volunteer guides 

• Develop interpretation options to appeal to a non-traditional audience. This could include 

Traditional Custodian tours, refugee or migrant plant tours, children’s programs and horticultural 

therapy sessions 

 

Action 40: Improve wayfinding to and around the Gardens  

• Redesign pathways and entrance points in line with Section 6.1 to improve passive wayfinding 

• Develop a new shared bicycle and pedestrian trail around the Gardens, connecting the CBD to the 

Bungambrawatha Creek Bike Trail and Murray River 

• Review directional signage to and around the Gardens and install signage as required to improve 

wayfinding through the Gardens and to key points of interest (especially toilets, CBD and the River) 

 

 
Figure 65: Education, including tours, are an important part of botanic gardens' work 
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6.11. Events 

Discussion 

A number of popular and diverse events 

have taken place within the Albury Botanic 

Gardens over the years, with a current focus 

on music events (Music in the Gardens) as 

well as regular Shakespeare performances, 

weddings and the recent addition of the 

“Gardenes que” horticultural festival 

each spring. There has also been a strong 

focus on events which embrace the site as a 

garden, with art and writing festivals 

inspired by the landscape and plants. These 

events have proved popular with the public, 

and while consultation indicated that some 

people had concerns about the number of 

events in the Albury Botanic Gardens, the 

majority enjoyed them and wanted even 

more. 

 

In Australia, the hosting of events has been an important part of botanic gardens’ functions from their 

earliest days and often is part of the social significance of the place. Events can conflict with a botanic 

gardens’ general use when they occupy a large area of land for a considerable period – preventing passive 

recreation – or where the infrastructure or people cause physical damage. Lawns are particular susceptible 

to physical damage, with soil compaction reducing lawn cover and causing damage to heritage trees. 

Conflicts can also occur when irrigation regimes are disrupted by night time events.  

 

The addition of “Gardenesque” as a new horticultural and gardening festival is a strong sign of the Albury 

Botanic Gardens’ confidence and its capacity to be the pre-eminent regional botanic garden between 

Melbourne and Sydney. “Gardenesque” itself is a wonderful idea and an excellent example of a botanic 

garden basing its events around its plant collections. However, events of this scale can put incredible 

pressure on the landscape, especially the lawns and soils. For example, the grounds at the Burnley 

Horticultural College in Melbourne were still exhibiting signs of soil damage 10 years after Garden Week was 

relocated to the Carlton Gardens. After only one popular year, “Gardenesque” is already leading to changes 

in management practices at the Albury Botanic Gardens. 

 

Currently the Albury Botanic Gardens horticultural staff have an excellent working relationship with the 

AlburyCity events team and good processes in place to manage the potential wear and tear on the gardens. 

However, changes are still needed, especially with population growth, the addition of “Gardenesque” and 

increased pressure for events in the Gardens. Pressure is also being placed on the Gardens from people’s 

expectations of what facilities are available for events in the Gardens, with a lack of toilets and parking being 

a particular concern. Events at the Albury Botanic Gardens are desirable – supporting public engagement 

with the Gardens and cementing their place as a cornerstone of Albury life. The aim of event management 

should be to ensure that ‘wear and tear’ is kept in check and the Gardens are able to sustainably offer events 

whilst protecting the heritage and general use of the site 

 

Figure 66: Music in the Gardens 
Source: AlburyCity 
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Actions 

Action 41: Develop an Events Management Plan to guide the size, frequency, type and location of 

events in the Albury Botanic Gardens 

• Limits should be placed on the number and / or size of events that can take place each year – 

including weddings. The decision on the appropriate number of events should be made in 

consultation with Gardens’ horticultural staff 

• Events should aim to minimise the impact on general use and the length of time for which they 

occupy the Gardens 

• Limits should be placed on the type of infrastructure used, with the potential to limit the use of items 

with excessive impact on the landscape (including access and bump in / out requirements)  

• Consider whether certain larger events are more feasible on a bi-annual rotation  

• Preference should be given to events that are relevant to the Gardens in a botanical, historical or 

social context 

• Avoid large scale events in the winter months, as wet soil is more susceptible to compaction  

• Develop and implement protocols to manage the bump-in and bump-out of events (e.g. exclusion 

zones, track matting, vehicle size limitations and access routes) 

• Without limiting public access, protect trees during events in accordance with AS4970 – Protection 

of Trees on Development Sites 

• Develop the rotunda lawn as an alternative event site to reduce the impact on Performance Lawn  

• Standard “Conditions of Use” should apply to all events, with the aim of preventing physical 

damage to the Gardens. This document may be in more than one form, dependent on the scale of 

the event. For example, “Cinema Under the Stars”, “Pops@The Bots” or other large fundraising 

event may have additional restrictions compared to a wedding  

• A refundable Damage Bond is currently payable, but consideration should be given as to whether 

this is adequate, especially for large events (e.g. ”Gardenesque”, Markets) 

 

Action 42: Assess the impact of “Gardenesque” over the next three years and undertake a formal 

review to inform its ongoing management 

• Conduct a post-event audit each year following “Gardenesque” to identify any damage that has 

occurred, or remedial works required, with the view of implementing changes the following year  

• Review any changes to management practices which have occurred to accommodate 

“Gardenesque” and their potential impact on other Gardens’ functions 

• To reduce wear and tear, give consideration to hosting “Gardenesque” as a biennial festival, or 

alternating hosting with another site such as Noreuil Park 

 

Action 43: Sensitively provide infrastructure to support events 

• Events provide peaks in use which current Gardens infrastructure cannot support. It is not 

considered appropriate to provide permanent solutions to the toilet and parking situation in such a 

small site as the Albury Botanic Gardens 

• Alter pathways in line with the Master Plan drawing to allow service vehicle access to Performance 

Lawn without damage to the landscapevii 

• Develop locations for temporary port-a-loo setup for large scale events in line with the Master Plan 

drawing  

 
vii Note: the aim of this is to reduce damage to the Gardens.  It is not about creating fully engineered, trafficable routes 
and multiple turning manoeuvres may still be required 
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• For large scale events, work with event organisers to make use of existing parking opportunities at 

the football oval, swimming pool and CBD with pedestrian traffic management provided to manage 

foot traffic to and from the Gardens (including safe crossing of Smollett Street) 

• Give consideration to providing shuttle bus services to Albury Station for major events such as 

“Gardenesque”  

 

6.12. Management and Staffing 

 

Discussion 

Albury Botanic Gardens are maintained to a very high 

standard, with excellent staff levels and a dedicated and 

engaged horticultural team.  In addition to looking after 

the Gardens they also conduct tours and the community 

highly value opportunities to speak to the horticulturalists 

about their work.    

 

While maintenance standards are high, there are many 

routine tasks that occupy a disproportionate amount of 

staff time, including hand watering, dealing with path 

washout and resulting blocked drains, blowing paths and 

trimming lawn edges.  Some of these tasks are an 

unfortunate side effect of managing a heritage landscape, 

but for others can be reduced through simple changes in 

management and design.  

 

Actions 

Action 44: Continue to manage the Albury Botanic 

Gardens to the highest maintenance standards 

• Maintain appropriate staffing levels at the Albury 

Botanic Gardens and increase capacity to service 

new projects such as the Community Hub and 

Monument Hill Annex 

• Follow industry best practice in regard to the care of the collections and place 

• Engage the services of conservation professionals for any works to heritage objects (e.g. statues, 

structures etc.) 

 

Action 45: Implement design changes that reduce unnecessary maintenance 

• Reshape lawn voids to remove small areas which are difficult to mow in line with the Master Plan 

drawing  

• Develop a standard for including white cement in the crushed granite (“buckshot”) paths to reduce 

washout 

• Remove poorly performing lawn areas in line with the Master Plan drawing  

• Consider using raised rock edging along the edge of the Camellia Garden where washout is 

common 

• Consider purchasing a smaller maintenance vehicle to allow driving on lawns reducing unnecessary 

compaction 

Figure 67: Albury Botanic Gardens are maintained to a very high 
standard 
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• Provide a brick edged exposed aggregate concrete path through the centre of the Gardens (colour 

to match buckshot paths) 

 

Action 46: Manage the biosecurity risk to the Gardens and their collections 

• Undertake an investigation into alternative methods for controlling perennial weeds (especially 

bulbs) in Garden beds and implement a program for their removal 

• Grey Headed Flying Foxes should be discouraged from roosting in the Gardens. Use humane 

methods to prevent settling and damage to the trees 

• Develop a simple Weed Risk Assessment Protocol (WRAP) to assess all new plant acquisitions for 

potential weediness 

• Implement a scientific approach to disease and soil management.  This will include regular testing 

to inform pest and disease control, fertilising practices, water use and soil management 

• Implement good plant hygiene practices during all works. Ensure all imported mulch and topsoil is 

weed free, clean and free of pathogens such as phytophthora. If materials are not from a reputable 

and proven supplier then it should be laboratory tested prior to delivery  

• Avoid the planting of taxa with known disease or biosecurity risks unless these can be adequately 

managed 

• Improve irrigation practices in line with Section 6.9 to reduce the time spent watering and improve 

plant health (especially management of fungal disease)  

 

6.13. Furniture, Infrastructure and Toilets 

 

Discussion 

The Albury Botanic Gardens is generally well serviced in terms of furniture, with many accessible bench seats 

and bike racks on Wodonga Place, although there is only one accessible drinking fountain Community 

requests for picnic tables are discussed in Section 6.2 and have been accommodated at Garden edges. There 

is also a need for more accessible seats at pathways and main entrances discussed in the same section. 

Rubbish bins are provided through out the Gardens, as well as lighting in limited locations. For the most part 

furniture is of a consistent, appropriate style and this should continue into the future.  

 

During consultation the number and location of toilets was 

raised. Generally, these concerns related to peak use (tour 

buses, events) or didn’t take into account the recently 

opened toilet in the children’s garden. The Albury Botanic 

Gardens are relatively small, and as discussed above, have 

little capacity to absorb new buildings in the landscape. The 

quantity of toilets in the Gardens is above average for the size 

of the place, and the Council Toilet Strategy consider them 

adequate for general use. Peak periods such as events can 

easily be accommodated through providing additional port-

a-loos. This has the added advantage of providing more 

central toilets close to the Performance Lawn. The Master 

Plan recommends that small gravel areas be constructed in 

discrete locations to house additional event infrastructure, 

including toilets.  

 

Figure 68: A visually appropriate accessible drinking 
fountain 
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New toilets will be needed with the development of the Botanic Gardens Community Hub. These should be 

externally accessible for general Gardens use.  

 

Actions 

Action 47: Provide sufficient park furniture to meet the needs of visitors ensuring the style is suitable 

for a heritage garden 

• Formally document the suppliers and design styles appropriate for use in the Albury Botanic 

Gardens for all types of furniture, including seats (bench and backed), rubbish bins, bike racks, 

bollards, drinking fountains and picnic tables at park edges. Furniture should be of a simple, 

contemporary style, avoiding bright colours and faux reproductions.  

• Install new bike racks at the entrances adjacent to the bike trail. Space limitations may mean they 

need to be of a smaller scale than the recycled lamp-post racks on Wodonga Place 

 

Action 48: Provide hard stand areas for housing port-a-loos and temporary event infrastructure 

• In accordance with the Master Plan drawing, create small gravel areas in discrete locations near the 

Performance Lawn to allow port-a-loo and temporary infrastructure to be installed without 

impacting on the greater Gardens 

 

Action 49: Provide publicly accessible toilets as part of the Community Hub development 

• Include new toilet facilities in the design of the education centre / café building  

 

6.14. Friends 

 

Discussion 

The Friends of the Albury Botanic Gardens, established in 1997, are a valuable asset who support the 

Gardens through fundraising, plant propagation and sales, care of sections of the Gardens and other works.  

The Friends currently have access to a small room in the Works Depot as an office and a nursery they use to 

produce plants for public sale, with funds channelled back into the Gardens.  The ability for the public to 

purchase plants grown in the Gardens is important for community engagement and the Friends work in this 

area is very important.  In the past they also catered events, providing a valuable fundraising stream, but this 

has ceased due to difficulties in meeting food handling regulations. Into the future the Friends have also 

expressed interest in helping to propagate plants for the collection and running tours of the Gardens.  Both 

these roles are successfully undertaken by Friends groups at other botanic gardens.  AlburyCity has a 

memorandum of understanding between the Friends and Council. 

 

The relationship with the Friends is a valuable one for the Botanic Gardens and should be supported into the 

future.   The creation of the Botanic Gardens Community Hub will temporarily disrupt access to facilities, and 

it will be important to work closely with the Friends to provide alternative venues for facilities such as their 

nursery.  However, the creation of a new education space may provide additional opportunities for Friends 

involvement.  A place for the Friends, including an office and nursery area needs to be accommodated in the 

new facility.  

 

Action 

Action 50: Continue to support the Friends of Albury Botanic Gardens in their work 

• Support the work of the Friends, especially in community engagement and fundraising activities 

• Include the Friends in stakeholder consultation for all major projects 

• Continue to maintain a presence for the Friends on site, including an office and nursery area 
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7. Review & Implementation  
 

7.1. Implementation 

This Master Plan provides schematic design and high-level policy advice only. For all new developments this 

is just the first step, with the Master Plan providing guidance as to the priority, location, use and form of the 

proposal, but not the detailed implementation. For projects to be realised further detailed design and 

documentation is required.  

 

For each new development further consultation and research will be needed, as well as the detailed advice 

of other professionals such as engineers, horticulturalists, landscape architects and architects. In particular, 

all decisions in relation to vehicle movement, the bike trail, parking, pedestrian crossings and road safety 

outside the Gardens need to be designed by a Traffic Engineer and are subject to detailed feasibility and 

safety studies. For large scale projects such as the Works Depot Redevelopment and Bungambrawatha 

Creek Naturalisation further community consultation will also be required.  

 

7.2. Considering New Proposals  

As the Albury Botanic Gardens Master Plan spans a 20-year period, it is possible that new proposals will be 

made which were not foreseen as part of this original Master Plan. These proposals may not necessarily be 

inappropriate, but should be approached with caution given the heritage character of the place. Due to the 

rigor of the Master Plan process, when determining the appropriateness of any unplanned proposal or need 

it should first be considered as to whether it can be accommodated within an already planned Master plan 

project (e.g. within the Works Depot Redevelopment). For any new proposal, the following questions need 

to be asked: 

• Is it consistent with the Guiding Principles (Chapter 2)? 

• Is the project consistent with AlburyCity’s long-term strategic aims? 

• Is it compatible with the recommendations of this Master Plan and industry best practice? 

 

For any new projects detailed design will still be required and for extensive deviations from the Master Plan 

further community and stakeholder consultation should occur.  

 

7.3. Review  

The Master Plan outlines an ambitious vision for Albury Botanic Gardens over a 20-year period. While the 

direction of the Master Plan should be ongoing, it is recommended that the Master Plan be reviewed in ten-

years-time (2032) to allow for any changes in circumstances and to incorporate new developments which 

have occurred. It is anticipated that some of the recommended projects will not have been completed by 

this the time and if appropriate these should be rolled over into a new Master Plan.  

 

7.4. Priorities  

The following is a prioritised list of works recommended in the Master Plan. The Master Plan expresses a 

long-term vision for the Gardens, and works will need to be staged. Works are generally prioritised based on 

the following considerations:  

• Critical infrastructure and works necessary for the operation of the Gardens (e.g. the new irrigation 

system) 

• Planning works required to allow other projects to proceed (e.g. Tree Replacement Plan) 
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• Works which are relatively simple to implement from a cost or infrastructure perspective 

• Projects that provide the greatest community benefit 

 

This list of priorities will be subject to change, especially if unexpected opportunities arise, allowing the fast 

tracking of particular projects.  Projects are listed in general order of priority. 

 

Item 
Planning 

Document 

Short Term 

(2022-27) 

Medium Term 

(2027-32) 

Long Term 

(2032 onwards) 

BACKGROUND WORKS AND PLANNING DOCUMENTS 

Collections Management Plan ✓    

Interpretation, Signage and Wayfinding Plan ✓    

Events Management Plan ✓    

Bungambrawatha Creek naturalisation and 

storm water management feasibility study 
✓    

Work with the Wiradjuri Traditional 

Custodians to understand their connection 

to the place and identify opportunities for 

collaboration 

✓    

MASTER PLAN PROJECTS  

Elm Avenue replacement planting  ✓   

Replace Bungambrawatha Creek fence  ✓   

Realign and fence maintenance path 

through Children’s Garden 
 ✓   

Agathis Deck  ✓   

Bunya Pine Deck  ✓   

Murray River Collection   ✓   

Upgrade Rotunda and surrounding 

landscape 
 ✓   

Redesign Cottage landscaping   ✓   

Extend Children’s Garden northwards    ✓  

Bike Trail and Dean Street parking   ✓  

Dean Street west Pocket Park and kiosk   ✓  

Dean Street / Wodonga Place Pocket Park   ✓  

Realign pathway to improve maintenance 

access and create Fern Walk 
  ✓  

Complete Rose Garden   ✓  

New Rest House   ✓  

Botanic Gardens Community Hub    ✓ 

Bungambrawatha Creek Naturalisation    ✓ 

Monument Hill entrance Pocket Park    ✓ 

Monument Hill and Australian Garden    ✓ 
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Item 
Planning 

Document 

Short Term 

(2022-27) 

Medium Term 

(2027-32) 

Long Term 

(2032 onwards) 

MANAGEMENT OF ALBURY BOTANIC GARDENS 

Circulation, Pathways and Entrances 

Redesign and consolidate crossing points for 

safer Gardens entrance / access, working 

with traffic engineer 

 ✓   

Re-open Wodonga Place / Smollett Street 

entrance (timing dependent on Bunya Pine 

life span) 

 ✓   

Connect pathway through Camellia Garden 

to Elm Avenue 
 ✓   

Concrete (seal) path connecting Dean Street 

/ Wodonga Place and Smollett Street 

entrances 

  ✓  

Provide major new entrance across Smollett 

Street (timing dependent on Community 

Hub) 

   ✓ 

Streetscape planting and entrance upgrades   ongoing 

Accessibility 

Provide accessible seats at all entrances   ✓   

Provide new low profile accessible drinking 

fountains with bottle refill stations 
 ✓   

Increase number of accessible parking bays 

at Gardens entrances, working with traffic 

engineer 

 ✓   

Consider providing seniors parking at main 

entrance, Smollett Street and Pocket Parks 
 ✓   

Provide accessible picnic tables as part of 

“roof garden” Pocket Parks 
  ✓ 

Provide more lay back kerbs to lawns   ongoing 

Increase accessible seats along pathways  ongoing 

Boundaries and Fences 

Replace existing fencing to match rest of 

new Gardens’ fencing 
  ✓  

Reinstate screening planting around 

Gardens boundary 
 ongoing 

Public Transport and Parking 

Review all-day parking  ✓    

Explore options for adding stops at ABG for 

bus routes that pass Gardens 
✓    

Mark parallel parking spaces on Dean Street 

and northern end Thurgoona Street 
 ✓   
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Item 
Planning 

Document 

Short Term 

(2022-27) 

Medium Term 

(2027-32) 

Long Term 

(2032 onwards) 

Provide long vehicle parking spot at either 

end of Gardens 
 ✓   

Provide bicycle racks at Gardens entrances 

along Bungambrawatha Bike Trail 
  ✓  

Redesign car parking along Smollett Street     ✓ 

Improve wayfinding to / from Oval and 

Swimming Pool car parking  
 ongoing 

Landscape Character 

Subtly reshape garden beds into more 

picturesque shapes 
 ongoing 

Management as a Heritage Place 

Consider expanding footprint of Local 

Environmental Plan to include surrounding 

setting of Gardens 

✓    

Consider nominating site for inclusion on 

New South Wales state heritage register 
✓    

Remove the wishing well and acknowledge 

rotary in an alternative way 
 ✓   

Include Aboriginal names on plant labels  ongoing 

Planting Design 

Reduce number of annual display beds, 

replacing some with high impact perennials 
 ongoing 

Irrigation and Water Management 

Commission an irrigation designer to review 

and redesign entire irrigation system 
✓    

Upgrade the irrigation system  ✓   

Add discharge drainage line from near Rose 

Garden to Smollett Street 
  ✓  

Include white cement in crushed granite 

(“buckshot”) paths to reduce washout 
 ongoing 

Install new agricultural drains in lawn areas 

where required 
 ongoing 

Education, Interpretation and Signage 

Develop business case for appointment of 

dedicated Educational Officer based at ABG  
✓    

Develop business case for dedicated 

educational space as part of Depot 

redevelopment 

✓    

Undertake formal review of Gardenesque 

after three years  
✓    

Establish visitor centre in former Caretaker’s 

Cottage  
 ✓   
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Item 
Planning 

Document 

Short Term 

(2022-27) 

Medium Term 

(2027-32) 

Long Term 

(2032 onwards) 

Develop kitchen garden program or similar 

as part of Depot redevelopment 
   ✓ 

Collaborate with related institutions on 

education and research programs 
 ongoing 

Increase number of plant labels  ongoing 

Increase breadth and range of Garden tours  ongoing 

Develop interpretation options for non-

traditional audiences 
 ongoing 

Upgrade directional signage   ongoing 

Events 

Provide hard stand areas for housing port-a-

loos and temporary event infrastructure 
 ✓   

Conduct yearly post-event audit following 

“Gardenesque” 
 ongoing 

Management and Staffing 

Investigate alternative perennial weed 

control methods  
✓    

Develop a Weed Risk Assessment Protocol 

(WRAP) to assess all new plant acquisitions 
✓    

Remove poorly performing and difficult to 

mow lawn areas 
 ongoing 

Furniture and Infrastructure 

Formally document suppliers and 

appropriate design styles for furniture types 
✓    
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 

 

Andrea Proctor Landscapes 

235 Queens Road 

Wandin North, 3139 

Victoria, Australia 

 

ph: 0411 03 7886 

e: admin@andreaproctor.com.au 

www.andreaproctor.com.au 

 

 

abn: 50 948 044 192  
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